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Paper Notes: 11+ Verbal Reasoning Question Booklet

(Test 26)
Compiled by SATs-Papers.co.uk to help you get the most from this paper.

Overview

This is 11+ For You Paper 26, a full-length verbal reasoning practice paper designed for

pupils preparing for the 11+ entrance examination under the GL Assessment format.

The paper contains 80 multiple-choice questions to be completed in 50 minutes,

closely mirroring the time pressure and question variety found in the actual 11+ exam.

The paper tests a broad range of verbal reasoning skills, including word relationships

(analogies and synonyms), letter sequences, code breaking, vocabulary knowledge,

and logic patterns. All answers are marked on a separate answer sheet, requiring

candidates to transfer their choices accurately while managing their time.

This paper suits pupils in Year 5 or Year 6 working towards independent or grammar

school entry. It provides authentic exam practice for those familiar with the basic

question types and ready to work under timed conditions. The breadth of question

styles makes it a comprehensive test of verbal reasoning ability.

How this paper is organised

The paper opens with clear instructions directing candidates to write their name at the

bottom of the page, mark all answers on a separate answer sheet, and ensure mistakes

are fully erased. The 80 questions are presented across multiple pages, with no formal

section breaks, though the question types rotate throughout.

Early questions (1 to 7) focus on word relationships and analogies, where candidates

identify missing words or select pairs with equivalent relationships. Questions 8 to 21

shift to selecting two words from lists that fit specific criteria (most similar, most

opposite, or closest relationship). From question 22 onwards, the paper includes 

alphabet sequences, number codes, and logic puzzles.

The paper also features code-breaking tasks (questions 38 to 58), where candidates

decode letter or number patterns to reveal words or solve sequences. The final

questions (59 to 80) return to word relationships, testing vocabulary and

comprehension of word structure. The 50-minute time limit allows roughly 37 seconds

per question, demanding brisk but careful working.

Sourced from SATs-Papers.co.uk https://www.SATs-Papers.co.uk/11-plus-papers/



Topics covered

Word analogies and relationships identifying pairs with equivalent meanings or

logical connections

Synonym and antonym recognition selecting words with closest or most opposite

meanings

Letter sequences following alphabetical patterns with gaps and reversals

Code breaking translating number-to-letter and letter-to-letter substitutions to

decode words

Alphabet position logic using codes like MAST LATE FACT TAME to solve for specific

words

Vocabulary knowledge distinguishing between homonyms and recognising word

families

Logic patterns identifying sequences in mixed letter and number series

Word completion choosing pairs of words that complete analogies or satisfy dual

conditions

Rhyme and phonetic reasoning matching words by sound or pronunciation patterns

Compound relationships linking words through prefixes, suffixes, or shared roots

How to use this paper for revision

Work through each question type individually at first, mastering analogies before

moving to codes, then combine them in timed practice sessions.

For code-breaking questions, write out the alphabet and mark the substitutions

clearly to avoid confusion under pressure.

Build your vocabulary by reading widely and keeping a list of new words with their

meanings, focusing on synonyms and antonyms.

Practise spotting letter patterns by reciting the alphabet forwards and backwards,

noting common jumps (every second letter, every third, etc.).

Time yourself on individual pages to learn your natural pace, then aim to complete all

80 questions within the 50-minute limit.

Use scrap paper for rough work on logic questions, but transfer answers carefully to

the answer sheet and double-check bubbles.

Review mistakes by understanding why the correct answer works, not just

memorising it, to recognise similar patterns in future papers.

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 
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Common mistakes to avoid

Choosing a word that fits one part of an analogy but not the relationship as a whole,

such as selecting 'run' for 'walk : sprint' when 'stroll' is needed.

Misreading code instructions and substituting letters incorrectly, especially when

codes reverse or skip letters in the alphabet.

Rushing synonym questions and picking the first familiar word rather than the word

with the closest meaning.

Losing track of time and spending too long on a single difficult question, leaving later

questions unattempted.

Filling in the wrong bubble on the answer sheet or skipping a line, throwing off all

subsequent answers.

Overlooking negative wording in questions (e.g. 'most opposite' or 'does not fit') and

choosing the wrong relationship.

Exam technique

Begin by reading the instructions carefully and checking you have the correct answer

sheet for this paper. Skim the entire paper to gauge question variety, then start at

question 1 and work sequentially. If a question takes more than a minute, mark it lightly

and return to it later.

For analogy questions, identify the relationship first (e.g. 'type of', 'opposite of', 'part to

whole') before scanning the answer options. For code questions, jot down the alphabet

on scrap paper and map the substitutions before attempting the decode. For word

selection tasks, eliminate obviously wrong answers first to narrow your choices.

In the final five minutes, return to any skipped questions and make educated guesses

rather than leaving blanks. Check your answer sheet for stray marks or skipped lines. If

time allows, revisit questions you found difficult and verify your reasoning. Stay calm

and trust your preparation; rushing in the last minutes causes more errors than it

solves.

What to revise alongside this paper

Alongside this paper, revise English vocabulary by reading a range of texts (fiction,

newspapers, non-fiction) and practising synonyms and antonyms daily. Work on 

spelling patterns and word roots to improve your ability to break down unfamiliar

words and infer meanings from context.

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 
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Strengthen your logical reasoning skills by attempting non-verbal reasoning puzzles,

Sudoku, or pattern recognition exercises, as these share the same analytical thinking

required for letter sequences and codes. Practise mental arithmetic lightly to handle

number-based codes more fluently.

Once confident with this paper, progress to harder GL-style verbal reasoning papers

or mixed-format tests that combine verbal and non-verbal reasoning under stricter time

limits. Review any comprehension passages that test inference and deduction, as

these skills underpin many analogy and vocabulary questions.

Key terms

Analogy, Synonym, Antonym, Letter sequence, Code substitution, Alphabet position, 

Logic pattern, Word relationship, Homonym, Compound word, Prefix, Suffix, Phonetic, 

Word family, Inference

For more free 11+ practice papers, past papers and online practice tests, visit SATs-

Papers.co.uk. 
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