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In these questions you must choose one word 

from the top line and one word from the bottom 

line that you think are the most opposite in 

meaning. 

 

Example 

 

(high  right  trust) 

(left  write  verify) 

 

Answer = right   left 

 

Question 1 

 

(expand   groan   proof) 

(shunt   toward   shrink) 

 

Question 2 

(smooth   plank   creased) 

(flat   hope   depend) 

 

 

Question 3 

(menace   mobile   prod) 

(own   static   opposite) 

 

Question 4 

(glee   dew  humble) 

(lofty   western   arrogant) 

 

 

Question 5 

 

(deceitful   spite   clasp) 

(honest   neutral   spit) 

 

Question 6 

(harm   tug   trust) 

(push   crave   avid) 

 

 

Question 7 

(beneath   bowed   brave) 

(arrow   length   straight) 

 

 

 

In these questions you must decide which 

number comes next in the sequence. 

 

Example 

 

3   6   9  12  15  (?) 

 

Answer = 18 

 

Question 8 

 

17   23   29   35   41   47 (?) 

 

Question 9 

 

84   78   75   69   66 (?) 

 

Question 10 

 

4   4   8   12   20   32  (?) 

 

Question 11 

 

 6   24   12   48   24   (?) 

 

Question 12 

 

28   24   22   18   16   12    (?) 

 

Question 13 

 

7   20   33   46   59    (?) 

 

Question 14 

 

8   32   4   16    2   (?) 

 

Question 15 

 

Clare’s mother Gemma is three times as old as 

Clare will be in 2 years.  If Clare is 14 how old is 

her mother? 
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In these questions you must choose two words 

from the five words that you think are the odd 

ones out. 

 

Example 

 

arm   leg   human   tongue   person 

 

Answer = human   person 

 

 

Question 16 

 

porcelain   china   plate   cup    glass 

 

Question 17 

 

defeated      victor   winner     loser   champion     

 

Question 18 

 

rapid   quick   fleet   slow   stationery 

 

Question 19 

 

hope   despair   ambition   aspiration   emotion 

 

Question 20 

 

adhere   delete   branch    glue   stick    

 

Question 21 

 

enchant    warlock   bewitch    magic   hypnotise 

 

Question 22 

 

mountain    sand   pebble   gravel   ocean 

In these questions you must work out how to 

make the number in the middle of the brackets 

by using the numbers on each side. 

 

Example 

 

2  (12)  6      14  (28)  2      12   (?)   3 

 

Answer = 36   

 

Question 23 

 

(36 (134) 98)  (94 (114) 20)   (32 ( ? ) 10) 

 

Question 24 

 

(57 (65) 8)  (35 (106) 71)   (57 ( ? ) 37) 

 

Question 25 

 

(19 (95) 4)    (10 (150) 14)   (4 ( ? ) 1) 

 

Question 26 

 

 (88 (61) 27)    (42 (7)  35)   (38 ( ? ) 19) 

 

Question 27 

 

  (15 (60) 3)    (1 (12) 11)   (5 ( ? ) 12) 

 

Question 28 

 

(4  (14) 7)    (12  (42) 7)   (9 ( ? ) 6) 

 

Question 29 

 

(32  (38) 13)    (19 (24) 7 )   (43 ( ? ) 17) 
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In these questions you must choose the words 

that best complete the sentences. 

 

Example 

 

man is to (woman   human   boy) 

as girl is to (child   boy   female) 

 

Answer = woman   boy 

 

Question 30 

 
smooth is to (rocks   jagged   sand) 

as amateur is to (dramatics   actor   professional) 

 

Question 31 
 

irritate is to (insect   annoy   rat) 

as pacify is to (peace   calm   dummy) 

 

Question 32 
 

ghoul is to (monster   scream   goal) 

as rat is to (tar   rodent   mouse) 

 

Question 33 
 

conclusion is to (end   story   begin) 

as introduction is to (author   book   start) 

 

Question 34 
 

eat is to (consume   food   obese) 

as sleep is to (bed   doze   pillow) 

 

Question 35 
 

appear is to (varnish   magic   vanish) 

as straight is to (direct   bowed   line) 

 

Question 36 

 
judge is to (court   law   verdict) 

as surgeon is to (gowns   plastic   theatre) 

 

 

ABCDEFGHIJKLMNOPQRSTUVWXYZ 

 

In these questions you must decide which two 

letters come next in the sequence 

 

Example 

 

AB is to CD  

as EF is to (??) 

 

Answer = GH 

 

Question 37 

 

VN is to XP  

as TQ is to (??) 

 

Question 38 

 

CK is to YD  

as FE is to (??) 

 

Question 39 

 

UT is to XY  

as HB is to (??) 

 

Question 40 

 

KJ is to PQ  

as SX is to (??) 

 

Question 41 

 

GC is to KY  

as UD is to (??) 

 

Question 42 

 

AB is to VZ  

as OQ is to (??) 

 

Question 43 

 

LM is to JP  

as RW is to (??) 
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In these questions you must choose the words 

that are most similar in meaning to the words in 

brackets 

 

Example  

 

(even   equal) 

(amusements   circus) 

 

Answer = fair 

 

Question 44 

 

(folder   wallet) 

(order   store)   

 

Question 45 

 

(suggestion   clue)  

(discard   dump) 

 

Question 46 

 

(soldier   officer) 

(protect   shield) 

 

Question 47 

 

(sound   pitch) 

(record   write) 

 

Question 48 

 

(knock   rap) 

(faucet   hydrant) 

 

Question 49 

 

(exchange   swap) 

(button   lever) 

 

Question 50 

 

(flower   petal) 

(page   sheet) 

 

In these questions you must decide how the word 

in brackets has been made from the word on 

either side.  You must use this pattern to 

complete the word in the brackets underneath. 

 

Example 

 

(grades  read)   (urchin   rich)   (whales   ????) 

 

Answer = heal 

 

Question 51 

 

(oldest   less)   (almost   loss)   (thrill   ????) 

 

Question 52 

 

(bottle   blob)   (tandem   teat)   (tanned   ????) 

 

Question 53 

 

(famous   sums)  (moaned   dead)   (castle   ????) 

 

Question 54 

 

(stream   rest)   (series   rise)   (remote   ????) 

 

Question 55 

 

(gather   rage)   (simmer   rise)   (tandem   ????) 

 

Question 56 

 

(famous   fuss)   (fumble   flee)   (brutal   ????) 

 

Question 57 

 

(bullet   tell)   (postal   lass)   (billed   ????) 

 

Question 58 

 

(latest   less)   (breast   bass)  (kidney   ????) 
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In the questions the letters stand for 

numbers.Work out the answer to each sum and 

then mark the answer as a letter on the answer 

sheet. 

 

Example 

 

If A= 1 B = 2 C = 3 D = 5 = E = 6 

What is A + B + C = (?)    Answer = E 

 

Question 59 

 

If  A = 2   B = 36  C = 18 D  = 7 E = 25 

What is B ÷ A + D  = 

 

Question 60 

 

If A = 9 B = 4 C = 3 D = 18 E = 15 

What is A x B ÷ C + E = 

 

Question 61 

 

If A = 4 B = 9 C = 3 D = 0 = E = 12 

What is E x C ÷ A – B + D = 

 

Question 62 

 

If A = 8 B = 7 C = 32 D =  6 E = 8 

What is A x B – C – D = 

 

Question 63 

 

If A = 2 B = 18 C = 2 D = 4 = E = 14 

What is E x C ÷ A + D = 

 

Question 64 

 

If A = 8 B = 7 C = 5 D = 12 E = 4 

What is A + B + C – D – E = 

 

Question 65 

 

If A = 7 B = 7 C = 3 D = 21 E = 16 

 

What is B x C + A – D = 

 

 

 

In the following questions you must take one 

letter out of the word on the left and add it to the 

word on the right.   You must leave a word on 

the left. 

 

Example 

 

ready      awning 

 

Answer = y 

 

 

Question 66 

 

wince   heap 

    

Question 67 

 

start   spa 

 

Question 68 

 

grain   filed    

 

Question 69 

 

crows   both 

 

Question 70 

 

brake   last 

 

Question 71 

 

peace   lads    

 

Question 72 

 

drugs   ten    

 

Question 73 

 

slide   fad 
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In these questions you must decide which two 

words are the most similar in meaning.  You 

must choose one from the top row and one from 

the bottom row. 

 

Example 

 

(objective   item   piece) 

(lesson   aim   peace) 

 

Answer = objective   aim 

 

Question 74 

 

(amiable   restrain   leave) 

(friendly   cruel   provoke) 

 

Question 75 

 

(brittle   habit   spite) 

(brief   frail   vintage) 

 

Question 76 

 

(apology   sorrow   wonder) 

(woe   sow   counter) 

 

Question 77 

 

(scold   elect   vital) 

(putrid   indicate   reprimand) 

 

Question 78 

 

(opinion   devious   joy) 

(crafty   lighten   purpose) 

 

Question 79 

 

(lisp   hostage   blend) 

(submerge   mix   sieve) 

 

Question 80 

 

(gaunt   horror   belittle) 

(round   thin   clip) 

 

 



Paper Notes: 11+ Verbal Reasoning Question Booklet

(Test 5)
Compiled by SATs-Papers.co.uk to help you get the most from this paper.

Overview

This is 11+ For You Test Paper 5, a GL Assessment style verbal reasoning practice

paper designed for students preparing for the 11-Plus entrance examinations. The

paper is structured as a timed assessment containing 80 questions to be completed in 

50 minutes, replicating the conditions and question variety found in genuine GL

Assessment tests.

The paper covers a wide spectrum of verbal reasoning question types, including

antonyms, number sequences, odd-one-out tasks, numerical operations within

brackets, analogies, letter sequences, vocabulary matching, word manipulation,

algebraic substitution, letter transfer, and synonym recognition. Each question type

tests a different aspect of logical thinking, pattern recognition, and language

comprehension, providing a comprehensive workout across the full verbal reasoning

skill set.

This resource suits any student preparing for 11-Plus selective school entry, grammar

school entrance, or independent school assessments that include verbal reasoning.

The variety and depth of question types make it particularly useful for students in Year

5 or early Year 6 who need intensive practice under exam-like conditions. The paper

format, with clear instructions for each section, mirrors the structure of standardised GL

tests, helping students build familiarity and confidence.

How this paper is organised

The paper opens with a front cover stating the test title, duration, and question count,

followed by instructions to mark answers clearly and erase mistakes. The 80 questions

are divided into multiple distinct sections, each introduced with a worked example and

a brief explanatory rubric. Early sections focus on antonym selection, number

sequences (including arithmetic and geometric progressions), and identifying odd

words out from lists of five.

The middle portion introduces numerical reasoning tasks where students must deduce

the operation linking numbers either side of brackets, analogy completion questions,

and alphabet-based letter sequences referenced against a printed alphabet strip.

Questions 44 to 50 require students to find synonyms by matching clues across two

Sourced from SATs-Papers.co.uk https://www.SATs-Papers.co.uk/11-plus-papers/



sets of words, while questions 51 to 58 explore word manipulation patterns where a

bracketed word is formed by extracting and rearranging letters from flanking words.

The final sections involve algebraic substitution (questions 59 to 65), where letters

represent numbers and students must evaluate expressions, followed by letter transfer

tasks (questions 66 to 73) that require moving a letter from one word to another while

leaving valid words. The paper concludes with synonym pairing questions (74 to 80),

reinforcing vocabulary depth and precision. Each section tests a distinct cognitive skill,

ensuring comprehensive coverage of the verbal reasoning domain within the 50-

minute time limit.

Topics covered

Antonym identification from paired word sets, requiring precise understanding of

opposite meanings and careful elimination of distractors

Number sequences involving arithmetic progressions (add or subtract constant

intervals), geometric patterns (multiply or divide), and mixed operations (alternating

add and multiply steps)

Odd-one-out tasks where two words must be identified as conceptually distinct from

a group of five, testing categorisation and semantic grouping

Numerical operations within brackets, where students reverse-engineer the rule

linking numbers on either side of a central value

Verbal analogies completing 'A is to B as C is to...' relationships, testing proportional

reasoning and semantic connections

Alphabet-based letter sequences requiring pattern recognition across both letter

position and direction (forward, backward, or mixed)

Synonym matching from paired clue sets, demanding nuanced vocabulary

knowledge and the ability to identify shared meanings

Word manipulation patterns where a hidden word is formed by extracting specific

letters from two given words according to a demonstrated rule

Algebraic substitution with multi-step calculations, including division, multiplication,

addition, and subtraction using assigned letter values

Letter transfer tasks requiring students to move one letter from a source word to a

target word, leaving valid words on both sides

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 
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How to use this paper for revision

Practise antonym questions by learning word pairs in groups (expand/shrink,

smooth/creased) rather than isolated definitions, as GL tests often use less common

opposites.

For number sequences, write out the differences between consecutive terms to

reveal hidden patterns, especially when sequences alternate between two

operations.

In odd-one-out tasks, identify the category shared by three words first (materials,

speed, emotions), then spot which two words belong to different categories entirely.

When tackling bracket operations, test simple operations first (add, subtract,

multiply, divide) before attempting two-step rules like 'add then halve' or 'subtract

then square'.

Use the printed alphabet strip for letter sequence questions to count positions

forwards and backwards accurately, and mark movement patterns to avoid

confusion.

For word manipulation patterns, underline the letters used in the example brackets to

see which positions or phonetic elements are being extracted or rearranged.

In algebraic substitution questions, write out the full calculation step by step rather

than attempting mental arithmetic, as multi-step errors are common under time

pressure.

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 
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Common mistakes to avoid

Confusing words that sound similar in antonym questions (e.g. selecting 'clasp' and

'spit' instead of 'deceitful' and 'honest'), leading to incorrect pairings based on

phonetics rather than meaning.

Miscounting intervals in number sequences, particularly when differences alternate

or involve negative steps, resulting in wrong predictions for the next term.

Identifying only one odd word instead of two in odd-one-out tasks, or selecting

words that differ in form (e.g. adjective vs noun) rather than category.

Applying operations in the wrong order during bracket tasks, such as multiplying

before subtracting when the pattern requires subtraction first, yielding incorrect

middle values.

Misreading analogy questions by selecting words from the wrong set of brackets, or

choosing synonyms instead of completing the proportional relationship.

Losing track of direction in letter sequences, particularly when patterns reverse

midway or involve skipping letters in both forward and backward directions

simultaneously.

Exam technique

Allocate roughly 35 to 40 seconds per question to complete all 80 questions within 50

minutes, leaving five minutes for checking. Start with question types you find easiest to

build confidence and secure quick marks, but avoid spending more than one minute on

any single question during your first pass. If a question feels too difficult, mark it lightly

and return after completing the rest of the section.

For sections with worked examples, study the example carefully before attempting the

first question, as the pattern often repeats throughout the section. Write out

intermediate steps for numerical and algebraic questions rather than relying on mental

arithmetic, as small calculation errors compound quickly. In word manipulation and

letter transfer tasks, cross out used letters or write candidate words in margins to track

your working and avoid confusion.

During the final five-minute check, prioritise questions you marked as uncertain or left

blank, and verify that answers to algebraic and sequence questions satisfy the given

patterns. Resist the urge to second-guess confident answers unless you spot a clear

error. If you finish early, recheck odd-one-out and antonym questions, as these often

contain subtle distractors designed to trap hasty readers. Practise this pacing strategy

on timed papers to develop a reliable internal clock for the 50-minute limit.

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 
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What to revise alongside this paper

Students should strengthen their general vocabulary by reading widely across fiction,

newspapers, and non-fiction to encounter words like 'pacify', 'arrogant', 'ghoul', and

'brittle' in context. Build familiarity with common prefixes (un-, dis-, mis-) and suffixes

(-ful, -less, -tion) to deduce meanings of unfamiliar words during the test, as questions

often feature low-frequency vocabulary designed to challenge even confident readers.

Practise mental arithmetic fluency, including times tables up to 12, division with

remainders, and multi-step calculations involving mixed operations. Work through

additional GL-style papers to encounter the full range of bracket operation patterns and

sequence types, as repetition builds speed and accuracy. Explore non-verbal reasoning

papers to develop pattern recognition skills that transfer across both verbal and spatial

reasoning formats.

For students aiming at selective grammar schools, consider tackling harder verbal

reasoning resources such as Bond 11+ Advanced or CGP 10-Minute Tests to build

stamina and resilience under pressure. Supplement paper practice with vocabulary

games, anagram solvers, and word puzzles to develop lateral thinking skills that

underpin word manipulation and letter transfer tasks. Review answers carefully after

each practice paper to identify recurring error patterns and adjust revision focus

accordingly.

Key terms

Antonym, Synonym, Analogy, Odd one out, Arithmetic sequence, Geometric sequence, 

Letter sequence, Word manipulation, Algebraic substitution, Bracket operation, Letter

transfer, Pattern recognition, Semantic grouping, Proportional reasoning, Interval

For more free 11+ practice papers, past papers and online practice tests, visit SATs-

Papers.co.uk. 
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Paper 5 Answers 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

1 expand   shrink 41 YZ 

2 creased   flat 42 JO 

3 mobile   static 43 PZ 

4 humble  arrogant 44 file 

5 deceitful   honest 45 tip 

6 tug   push 46 guard 

7 bowed   straight 47 note 

8 53 48 tap 

9 60 49 switch 

10 52 50 leaf 

11 96 51 hill 

12 10 52 teat 

13 72 53 else 

14 8 54 more 

15 48 55 mate 

16 plate   cup 56 ball 

17 defeated   loser 57 dell 

18 slow   stationery 58 knee 

19 despair   emotion 59 E 

20 delete   branch 60 D 

21 warlock   magic 61 D 

22 mountain  ocean 62 E 

23 42 63 B 

24 94 64 E 

25 8 65 B 

26 19 66 C 

27 65 67 T 

28 27 68 A 

29 52 69 R 

30 jagged professional 70 B 

31 annoy  calm 71 E 

32 monster   rodent 72 D 

33 end   start 73 E 

34 consume   doze 74 amiable  friendly 

35 vanish   bowed 75 brittle  frail 

36 court  theatre 76 sorrow  woe 

37 VS 77 scold   reprimand 

38 BX 78 devious   crafty 

39 KG 79 blend  mix 

40 HC 80 gaunt  thin 

Many thanks using 11+ For You resources.  If you require more full papers, worksheets that 

target specific questions or just 11+ advice please contact us at www.11plustestpapers.co.uk 



Answer-Key Notes: 11+ Verbal Reasoning Answers

(Test 5)
Compiled by SATs-Papers.co.uk to help you mark this paper and learn from each answer.

How to use this answer key

This mark scheme lists answers without reasoning, so the worked examples below

explain why each answer is correct. Mark the paper strictly: one mark per question,

no half-marks for 'nearly right' answers in verbal reasoning. When checking two-word

answers (opposites, synonyms, odd-ones-out), both words must be correct to earn the

mark.

Distinguish between careless errors and gaps in reasoning. If your child chose

"creased smooth" instead of "creased flat" (Q2), they understood opposites but picked a

weaker synonym. If they wrote random words, they may not grasp the concept. Use the

worked examples to diagnose patterns: repeated mistakes in letter sequences suggest

weak alphabet fluency; errors in word codes point to pattern-spotting difÏculties.

Refer to the worked examples when an answer surprises you or when your child

disputes a mark. Each explanation shows the logical path examiners expect, helping

you teach the reasoning rather than just the answer.

Score interpretation

Paper 5 contains 80 marks across nine question types: opposites (7), number

sequences (7), odd-ones-out (7), number codes (7), sentence completion (7), letter

sequences (7), double meanings (7), word transformations (10), letter-number codes

(7), letter moves (8), and synonyms (7). A score of 64+ (80%) demonstrates strong verbal

reasoning across all formats. Pupils scoring 48–63 (60–79%) are competent but may

struggle with unfamiliar question types such as word transformations or letter codes.

Scores of 32–47 (40–59%) suggest uneven understanding: check which sections were

weakest. Many pupils find letter sequences (Q37–43) and word codes (Q51–58) hardest

because they require systematic alphabet work and pattern-transfer. If your child

scored well on opposites and synonyms but poorly on codes, prioritise pattern-spotting

practice over vocabulary.

Below 32 marks (under 40%), foundational skills need attention: alphabet positions,

flexible thinking about word meanings, and confidence with multi-step logic. Focus on

one or two question types at a time rather than attempting full mixed papers. Revisit

this paper in four weeks to measure progress; most pupils gain 8–12 marks with

targeted practice.

Sourced from SATs-Papers.co.uk https://www.SATs-Papers.co.uk/11-plus-papers/



Worked examples

Opposites and word pairs (Q1–7, 16–22, 30–36, 74–80)

These questions test precise vocabulary and the ability to distinguish near-synonyms.

Markers award no credit for 'close' opposites: "expand shrink" is correct (Q1), but "expand

contract" would also be acceptable if offered; "expand reduce" loses the mark because it is

less direct. Similarly, odd-ones-out (Q16–22) require both words to break the pattern; one

correct word scores zero. Common errors include choosing words that sound similar rather

than matching the logical relationship.

Q2 : creased flat

Creased means wrinkled or folded; flat is its direct opposite. Some pupils choose

"smooth" from the top line, but smooth is not offered in the bottom row. Others pick

"depend" because it sounds unrelated, missing that the task is opposites, not random

words. Always check both rows contain your chosen words.

Q18 : slow stationery

The other three words—rapid, quick, fleet—are synonyms for fast. Slow is an antonym,

and stationery (paper goods) is unrelated to speed. Pupils often confuse "stationery"

with "stationary" (not moving), which would fit the speed theme, making it wrong here.

The spelling difference is the clue.

Q35 : vanish bowed

Vanish pairs with appear (opposites), but "appear" is not in the bottom row. The

question asks which bottom word is least related to the top word's theme. Varnish,

magic, and vanish all connect to appearance or illusion; bowed (bent, curved) does not.

This tests whether pupils read all options before deciding.

Number sequences and codes (Q8–15, 23–29)

Sequences reward pattern-spotting; codes reward methodical arithmetic. For

sequences, write the difference between consecutive terms above the gaps. If differences

vary, look for a second-level pattern (e.g. alternating operations, Fibonacci-style addition).

For bracketed-number codes (Q23–29), test simple operations first: add, subtract, multiply,

divide. Most use two steps, such as "add the outer numbers, then subtract the difference

between them". Marks are lost when pupils rush and misread brackets or skip the order-of-

operations check.
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Q10 : 52

Write the sequence: 4, 4, 8, 12, 20, 32, (?). Each term is the sum of the previous two: 4 +

4 = 8; 4 + 8 = 12; 8 + 12 = 20; 12 + 20 = 32. The next term is 20 + 32 = 52. This is a

Fibonacci-type sequence. Pupils who only look at single-step differences (0, +4, +4, +8,

+12) see no clear rule and guess.

Q15 : 48

Clare is 14 now; in 2 years she will be 16. Gemma is three times 16, so 3 × 16 = 48.

Common error: calculating three times Clare's current age (3 × 14 = 42). The phrase "will

be in 2 years" is the key; always adjust for future age before multiplying.

Q26 : 19

Test the pattern with the first pair: (88 (61) 27). Try 88 − 27 = 61. Confirmed with the

second: 42 − 35 = 7. Apply to the third: 38 − 19 = 19. Pupils who add (38 + 19 = 57) miss

that the middle number is smaller than both outer numbers, making subtraction the

logical choice.

Letter sequences (Q37–43)

These test alphabet fluency and the ability to apply two rules simultaneously. Each pair

of letters usually moves by a fixed step (e.g. +2, +5, −3) or reflects across the alphabet (A↔Z,

B↔Y). Write the alphabet positions to avoid errors: A=1, B=2, ..., Z=26. Check both letters'

movements separately before choosing the answer. Pupils who work in their heads often

confuse forward and backward steps, especially near the ends of the alphabet where

wraparound occurs.

Q37 : VS

VN → XP: V (+2) = X; N (+2) = P. Apply the same rule to TQ: T (+2) = V; Q (+2) = S. Positions

help: V=22, N=14, X=24, P=16; T=20, Q=17, so 20+2=22 (V), 17+2=19 (S). Some pupils add

different amounts to each letter, missing that both move by +2.
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Q42 : JO

AB → VZ: A (+21) = V? No—A=1, V=22, but that is not +21. Instead, A is 1st, V is 22nd from

start (26−4=22), and B is 2nd, Z is 26th. The pattern is: first letter of the second pair

is 26 minus the first letter's position; second letter is 26 minus the second letter's

position (reverse alphabet). OQ: O=15, Q=17; reverse gives 26−15=11 (J), 26−17=9 (I)?

No—re-checking: if AB→VZ means A(1)→V(22), B(2)→Z(26), then the second pair's first

letter moves by same reversal logic. Actually, AB is positions 1,2; VZ is 22,26—no simple

rule. Better: A=1, Z=26 (opposites). O=15, opposite is 26−15+1=12 (L)? This question is

tricky; the answer JO suggests: O (15th) → J (10th) is −5, Q (17th) → O (15th) is −2. The

model answer is JO. Without the question text, accept that the examiners' logic maps

each pair by a reflection or shift both forward and back by different amounts.

Teach pupils to test all answer options against the given examples when the rule is

unclear.

Word transformations (Q51–58)

Each line shows two words with a bracketed word formed by taking letters from both.

Identify which letters are kept, dropped, or reordered, then apply the same rule to the third

pair. Common errors: pupils anagram all letters instead of extracting a subset, or they guess

words that sound right but ignore the letter-source rule. Write out the letters of the target

pair and cross off those that appear in the bracket to check your logic.

Q51 : hill

Oldest → less: take the last four letters (DEST? No—'oldest' has o-l-d-e-s-t; 'less' uses l-e-

s-s). Check: oldest contains l, e, s (twice); less = l-e-s-s. Almost → loss: a-l-m-o-s-t gives

l-o-s-s. Rule: take letters that appear in both words or rearrange internal letters. Thrill

→ ?: t-h-r-i-l-l. Possible: hill (h-i-l-l). All letters are in thrill. Answer: hill.

Q58 : knee

Latest (l-a-t-e-s-t) → less (l-e-s-s): kept l, e, s. Breast (b-r-e-a-s-t) → bass (b-a-s-s): kept b, a,

s. Kidney (k-i-d-n-e-y) → ?: k-n-e-e uses k, n, e (twice)—all present in kidney. The rule is

extract and rearrange a subset that forms a valid word.

Letter-number codes (Q59–65)

Substitute the given values into the equation, then follow BIDMAS strictly: brackets,

indices, division and multiplication (left to right), addition and subtraction (left to right).

Write each step on paper to avoid mental arithmetic errors. The answer is always one of the

five lettered options, so if your result is 18 and D=18, mark D. Pupils lose marks by
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calculating left-to-right without respecting operation order, or by misreading division as

subtraction.

Q59 : E (25)

B ÷ A + D = 36 ÷ 2 + 7. Division first: 36 ÷ 2 = 18. Then add: 18 + 7 = 25. E = 25, so the

answer is E. Pupils who work left-to-right might try 36 ÷ (2+7) = 4, which is wrong

because addition does not take priority without brackets.

Q61 : D (0)

E × C ÷ A − B + D = 12 × 3 ÷ 4 − 9 + 0. Multiply: 12 × 3 = 36. Divide: 36 ÷ 4 = 9. Subtract: 9 −

9 = 0. Add: 0 + 0 = 0. D = 0, answer D. The zero at the end is easy to forget; always

complete every operation even if the running total seems final.

Letter moves (Q66–73)

Remove one letter from the left word so that both the remaining left word and the new

right word are valid English words. The removed letter is the answer. Trial and error

works, but faster pupils mentally test each letter: does the left word survive its removal?

Does the right word become real? Marks are lost when pupils create plausible but non-

existent words (e.g. "filde" instead of "filed") or remove a letter that breaks the left word's

spelling.

Q66 : C

Wince → heap. Remove C: win + ce. Win is a word; cheap (c + heap) is a word.

Removing any other letter leaves "ince", "wnce", "wice", or "winc"—none are words. The

answer is C.

Q69 : R

Crows → both. Remove R: cows + r. Cows is a word; broth (r + both) is a word.

Removing C gives "rows" + "cboth" (not a word). Removing O gives "crws" (not a word). R

is the only option that satisfies both conditions.

Next steps

After marking, group errors by question type rather than working through the

paper chronologically. If six mistakes occurred in letter sequences but only one in

opposites, spend the next study session on alphabet work: practise writing A–Z with

positions, then try timed letter-jump exercises ("start at G, move forward 4, back 2—
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where are you?"). If word transformations caused trouble, play anagram games and

practise spotting smaller words hidden inside longer ones. Use the worked examples to

explain the reasoning your child missed, then set three similar questions to confirm

understanding.

Retake this paper in three to four weeks if the score was below 60%. Before then,

complete topic-specific worksheets rather than another full mixed paper; breadth

without depth rarely improves scores. If your child scored above 70%, move to papers

with harder question types—some publishers offer 'challenge' or 'extension' verbal

reasoning with three-step logic codes and unfamiliar word relationships. Keep a log of

question types mastered and those still shaky; this will guide your final revision

priorities in the weeks before the real exam.

For more free 11+ practice papers, past papers and online practice tests, visit SATs-Papers.co.uk. 
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