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Paper Notes: 11+ English Question Booklet (No-

Nonsense Ages 5-6)
Compiled by SATs-Papers.co.uk to help you get the most from this paper.

Overview

This is a Bond No Nonsense English practice workbook designed for ages 5-6,

containing 54 structured lessons that build foundational literacy skills in preparation

for 11+ entrance examinations. The workbook covers essential early-years English

topics including phonics, basic grammar, simple punctuation, spelling patterns, and

introductory reading comprehension.

Each lesson is short and focused, typically occupying one page, with a mix of hands-on

activities such as letter formation, word-building exercises, sentence completion, and

simple comprehension questions. The exercises are scaffolded to support progression

from recognising individual letters and sounds through to constructing short sentences

and understanding simple texts.

This resource is ideal for Year 1 and early Year 2 pupils (or equivalent) who are

beginning formal literacy instruction, and it provides a solid foundation for children who

will eventually sit 11+ entrance tests. The workbook includes self-assessment prompts

('How did I do?') at intervals, encouraging pupils to reflect on their learning and track

their own progress.

How this paper is organised

The workbook is organised into 54 numbered lessons, each targeting a specific skill or

concept. Lessons are grouped thematically and progress logically from alphabet

recognition (small and capital letters), through phonics (short vowel sounds, consonant

blends, digraphs), to grammar (capital letters, full stops, question marks), vocabulary

(rhyming words, describing words, naming words), and short reading comprehension

tasks (traditional poetry, fairy stories, action rhymes, information texts).

Most lessons feature one or two exercises, often with visual cues (pictures,

wordsearches, matching tasks) to support early readers. The workbook does not

specify an overall time limit or formal mark allocation, as it is designed for incremental

practice rather than timed assessment. However, the cumulative structure means pupils

work through the material systematically, building confidence and competence lesson

by lesson.

Self-assessment sections appear periodically, inviting pupils to circle a face (sad,

neutral, happy) to indicate how they felt about their performance, alongside a 'Total'
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box that shows the notional question count for that section. This format encourages

metacognition and helps teachers or parents identify areas where additional support

may be needed.

Topics covered

Small letter and capital letter recognition, including formation and correct use of

capital letters for names, places, and sentence starts

Alphabetical ordering of words, identifying initial letters and sequencing vocabulary

Short vowel sounds (a, e, i, o, u) and their application in simple CVC (consonant-

vowel-consonant) words

Consonant blends and digraphs, including fl, dr, pl, st, tr, sp, ck, ng, ss, ll, ff, nd, nk,

mp

Long vowel patterns such as ee, ai, oo, oa, with sentence completion exercises to

reinforce spelling and meaning

Basic punctuation: full stops, capital letters (including capital 'I'), and question marks

Rhyming words and word families, sorting words by sound patterns

Describing words (adjectives) for colour and number, with muddled word

unscrambling tasks

Naming words (nouns and proper nouns), including understanding when to use

capital letters for names

Doing words (verbs) and simple suffixes: forming -ing and -ed words from base

verbs

Days of the week and months of the year, recognising and circling correct spellings

Sentence construction and completion, including word order and missing words

Reading comprehension of traditional poetry, fairy tales, action rhymes, information

texts, and recounts

Using a picture dictionary, contents page, and book covers to develop early

reference skills

Vowels and consonants identification, spotting missing letters in words

Words within words: finding smaller words embedded in longer words without

rearranging letters
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How to use this paper for revision

Work through the lessons in order rather than jumping ahead, as each builds on the

previous one and reinforces skills cumulatively.

Read each question aloud before attempting it, especially if the child is an emerging

reader; this helps with comprehension and confidence.

Use the pictures and visual cues provided in each lesson as talking points to develop

oral vocabulary and understanding before writing.

Practise letter formation on lined paper or a whiteboard alongside the workbook

exercises, focusing on correct size and shape for both small and capital letters.

Keep a list of any words the child finds tricky and revisit them regularly; repetition is

key for early readers and spellers.

Encourage the child to circle the 'How did I do?' face honestly after each section,

then discuss what went well and what to practise next.

Read a wide range of simple texts at home (picture books, rhymes, information

books) to reinforce the phonics and comprehension skills introduced in the

workbook.

Common mistakes to avoid

Confusing b and d, or p and q; practise letter formation slowly and use mnemonic

aids (e.g. 'bat and ball' for b) to fix the shapes in memory.

Forgetting to use a capital letter at the start of a sentence or for names; highlight

these instances when marking and ask the child to correct them.

Omitting the vowel in CVC words (e.g. writing 'ct' instead of 'cat'); sound out words

aloud and emphasise the middle vowel sound clearly.

Mixing up question marks and full stops; teach that a question asks something and

needs a question mark, while a statement just tells and needs a full stop.

Writing 'i' instead of 'I' when referring to oneself; this is a very common error at this

age, so consistent correction and modelling are important.

Rushing through wordsearch or matching activities without checking answers;

encourage pupils to reread their work before moving on.

Exam technique

At this level, the focus is on building accurate foundational skills rather than exam

technique in the formal sense. However, establishing good habits now will serve pupils

well as they progress. Encourage the child to read each instruction carefully and look
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at any example or picture before starting, as visual cues often provide the context

needed to answer correctly.

Teach pupils to sound out unfamiliar words slowly and to use finger spacing when

writing sentences, so that words do not run together. When self-assessing, ask the

child to check their work by reading it aloud; this helps catch missing letters, incorrect

capitals, or missing punctuation. If a question feels too hard, it is fine to ask an adult for

help or to come back to it later after completing easier tasks.

Parents and teachers should use the 'How did I do?' boxes as opportunities for dialogue

rather than judgement. Praise effort and progress, identify patterns in errors (e.g.

consistently forgetting full stops), and revisit those areas with additional practice. Keep

sessions short (one or two lessons per sitting) to maintain engagement and avoid

fatigue, and always end on a positive note to build confidence.

What to revise alongside this paper

Pupils working through this booklet should also practise handwriting, focusing on

correct letter formation, size, and sitting letters on the line. Many of the lessons

implicitly assume a basic grasp of phonics, so concurrent work on phonics phases 2

and 3 (Letters and Sounds or equivalent schemes) will reinforce the sound-letter

correspondences introduced here.

Reading simple decodable books at home is essential; choose texts that match the

phonics patterns covered (CVC words, consonant blends, long vowel digraphs) so that

children can apply their learning in context. Alongside decoding, encourage oral

storytelling and discussion to develop comprehension and vocabulary, which will

support the later reading comprehension tasks in the workbook.

Once this workbook is complete, pupils can progress to the Bond No Nonsense English

6-7 years book or similar resources that introduce more complex sentence structures,

longer texts, and a wider range of punctuation. For children preparing for 11+ exams,

this early practice lays the groundwork for the more demanding comprehension,

grammar, and writing tasks they will encounter in later years.

Key terms

Vowel, Consonant, Capital letter, Full stop, Question mark, Sentence, Rhyme, Phonics, 

Digraph, Blend, Noun (naming word), Verb (doing word), Adjective (describing word), 

Alphabetical order
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For more free 11+ practice papers, past papers and online practice tests, visit SATs-

Papers.co.uk. 
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Answer-Key Notes: 11+ English Answers (No-

Nonsense Ages 5-6)
Compiled by SATs-Papers.co.uk to help you mark this paper and learn from each answer.

How to use this answer key

This answer key for Bond No Nonsense English 5-6 Years contains mostly single-word

answers, letter identifications, and word-search solutions. Mark each answer

objectively, awarding one mark per correct response. Many lessons include "Answers

will vary" or "Child's own actions", which means you should judge whether the child has

followed the instructions rather than looking for a fixed answer.

Distinguish between careless slips (writing 'b' instead of 'd' when the child clearly

knows the letter) and genuine gaps (not recognising the sound at all). If a child

struggles with several questions in a row on the same skill—for example, all the short-

vowel questions in Lessons 4 to 8—that signals a topic to revisit.

The worked examples below are minimal because most answers are self-explanatory

single letters or words. Use them only when a child asks why a particular answer is

correct, or when a pattern of mistakes suggests confusion about a phonics rule or

alphabetical order.

Score interpretation

Each lesson typically awards between one and nine marks, and the paper contains 54

short lessons. A child working at the expected level for Reception or Year 1 should score

at least 75 per cent across the booklet, though parents should remember that this is a 

practice resource, not a high-stakes test.

If your child scores below 60 per cent, focus on the early alphabet and phonics lessons

(1 to 10) before moving to the spelling-pattern and sentence lessons later in the book.

Children who score 60 to 75 per cent are developing well but may need extra practice

on capital letters (Lessons 11, 13, 29) and the long-vowel digraphs (Lessons 39 to 42).

Scores above 85 per cent suggest the child is ready for the next book in the series or for

more challenging punctuation and comprehension work. Pay particular attention to the

"Answers will vary" lessons (2, 12, 15, 17, 36, 49): if the child's sentences are

grammatically correct and make sense, award full marks even if the wording differs

from your expectation.
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Worked examples

Alphabet and phonics, Lessons 1–10

These lessons test letter recognition (lower case and capital), alphabetical order, and the five

short-vowel sounds. Children lose easy marks by confusing visually similar letters (b/d, p/q)

or by forgetting that alphabetical order applies to the first letter of each word. Award marks

generously if the child self-corrects.

Lesson 1a : d

The picture shows a door. The word 'door' begins with the letter d. Children sometimes

write 'b' because the shapes look similar; remind them that 'd' has the tall stick on the

right.

Lesson 3d : apple, rabbit, tree

The three words must be written in alphabetical order by their first letters: a, r, t. A

common mistake is to write them in the order shown in the pictures rather than

alphabetically.

Capital letters and sentences, Lessons 11–13, 29–30

These lessons require a capital letter at the start of a sentence and a full stop at the end,

plus capital letters for names of people, days, and months. Children often forget the full

stop or use a lower-case 'i' for the pronoun 'I'. Each sentence should be marked as correct

only if both the capital letter and the full stop are present.

Lesson 11a : I ride my bike.

The sentence must begin with a capital I and end with a full stop. The pronoun 'I' is

always a capital letter in English, even in the middle of a sentence.

Lesson 13b : When I get cold I put my coat on.

Capital W at the start, full stop at the end, and capital I for the pronoun. If the child

writes 'i' in lower case, deduct one mark even if the rest is correct.

Word searches and consonant blends, Lessons 21–24

Each word search asks the child to find and circle six words containing a particular ending or

blend (ck, ng, ss/ll/ff, nd/nk/mp). Award one mark per word found. Children sometimes

circle random letters or miss words that run vertically; encourage them to search row by

row and then column by column.
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Lesson 21 : (Words: block, clock, deck, duck, luck, stuck, suck)

All six words end in ck. The grid shows 'duck' in column 4, row 1 (reading across), and

'suck' in column 2, row 3 (reading across). If your child finds only four words, revisit the

grid together and model systematic searching.

Long-vowel digraphs, Lessons 39–42

Lessons 39 to 42 focus on ee, ai, oo, and oa. Each lesson gives a box of words and asks the

child to complete sentences by choosing the correct word. Award one mark per correct

word. The most common mistake is choosing a word that fits the meaning but does not

match the target digraph—always check that the spelling pattern is correct.

Lesson 39a : tree

The sentence reads 'A ___ has a trunk, branches and leaves.' The word tree contains the

ee digraph and fits the meaning. 'See' also contains ee but does not make sense in this

sentence.

Lesson 40d : train

A train 'takes you from one place to another' and contains the ai digraph. Children

sometimes write 'brain', which also contains ai but does not fit the context.

Verb endings and word order, Lessons 44–48

Lessons 44 and 45 practise adding -ing and -ed to verbs. The key rule is to drop the final e

before adding the sufÏx (hope → hoped, love → loved). Lesson 46 asks children to find

smaller words hidden inside a longer word. Lessons 47 and 48 test word order and

punctuation. Mark each transformation or sentence as correct only if the spelling and

punctuation are both accurate.

Lesson 44c : giving

The base verb is 'give'. Drop the final e and add -ing to make 'giving'. If the child writes

'giveing', explain that English does not allow 'ei' in this position.

Lesson 48a : Do you like football?

This is a question, so it must end with a question mark rather than a full stop. The

capital D at the start is also essential.
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Reading comprehension, Lessons 33, 53–54

These lessons include short texts followed by questions. Award one mark per correct

answer. Children should quote or paraphrase evidence from the text rather than guessing. If

the answer is wrong, ask the child to show you where in the passage they found their

answer—this reveals whether they misread the question or misread the text.

Lesson 33a : Jack lived in an old cottage.

The text must have stated that Jack's home was an old cottage. Check that the child has

copied or paraphrased accurately—'Jack lived in a cottage' loses the detail 'old'.

Lesson 53b : because they cannot turn their head to look around

The passage explains that frogs have eyes on top of their heads because they cannot

turn their heads. This is a comprehension question testing whether the child

understands cause and effect.

Next steps

After marking, sit with your child and revisit any lesson where they scored fewer than

half marks. For phonics mistakes (short vowels, blends, digraphs), use magnetic letters

or flashcards to rebuild the sound-spelling link before attempting similar questions. For

punctuation errors, write out two or three sentences together, talking through where

the capital letter and full stop belong.

If your child scored well overall, move to the next book in the Bond No Nonsense series

or introduce simple comprehension passages with two or three questions. Regular

practice—little and often—builds confidence more effectively than long sessions.

Celebrate progress in specific skills ('You got all the oo words correct today!') rather

than focusing only on the total score, and keep a list of tricky words to revisit each

week.

For more free 11+ practice papers, past papers and online practice tests, visit SATs-Papers.co.uk. 
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