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Paper Notes: 11+ English Question Booklet (No-

Nonsense Ages 7-8)
Compiled by SATs-Papers.co.uk to help you get the most from this paper.

Overview

This is a Bond 11-Plus English Question Booklet published by Bond and designed for

pupils aged 7–8 preparing for GL Assessment style entrance exams. The booklet

contains 48 structured lessons covering the core pillars of 11-Plus English: spelling

patterns, grammar, vocabulary building, and reading comprehension. Each lesson

presents focused exercises testing one or two specific skills, from recognising long

vowel sounds and forming plurals to punctuating direct speech and analysing story

structure.

The paper is formatted as a workbook rather than a timed exam. Questions are short-

answer and cloze-format, requiring pupils to complete words, identify parts of speech,

rewrite sentences, or circle correct answers. There are no extended writing tasks; the

emphasis is on accurate recall and application of rules. Marks are indicated for each

lesson, and the workbook totals 250+ individual questions across its 48 lessons.

This resource suits pupils in Year 3 or Year 4 who are beginning their 11-Plus

preparation. It is designed to build foundational literacy skills systematically, ensuring

pupils master the technical side of English before moving on to more advanced

comprehension and creative writing. Teachers, tutors, and parents can use it for daily

practice, homework, or targeted revision of weak areas.

How this paper is organised

The booklet is organised into 48 discrete lessons, each occupying one or two pages.

Every lesson targets a single English skill (e.g. Lesson 1: Long vowel sounds, Lesson 2:

ing endings, Lesson 14: Speech marks). Each lesson contains two or three short

exercises, typically worth between 7 and 28 marks each. The total mark allocation

across all lessons exceeds 750 marks, reflecting the comprehensive nature of the

workbook.

Lessons are grouped thematically. The opening lessons (1–20) emphasise spelling and

phonics: vowel patterns, suffixes, plurals, silent letters, and compound words. Lessons

21–30 shift to grammar and punctuation: prefixes, contractions, capital letters, and

sentence structure. Lessons 31–40 introduce pronouns, conjunctions, and verb tenses

in context. The final lessons (41–48) integrate these skills through reading

Sourced from SATs-Papers.co.uk https://www.SATs-Papers.co.uk/11-plus-papers/



comprehension exercises based on short extracts (adventure stories, instructions, and

formal letters).

There is no fixed time limit; this is a practice workbook, not a timed test. Pupils can

complete lessons at their own pace, and the format encourages regular, incremental

practice. Each page includes a self-assessment bar at the bottom (Tough / OK / Got it!)

and a score box, supporting independent study and reflective learning.
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Topics covered

Spelling patterns and phonics: long vowel sounds (tune, free, oats); short vowel

sounds; -ing endings (double consonants, silent-e rules); -le endings (wrinkle,

puzzle, bottle); -er, -est, and -y suffixes; plurals of regular and irregular nouns; silent

letters (knife, gnat, rhythm, comb)

Prefixes: re- and pre- (resell, prepay); un-, de-, and dis- (unkind, defrost, dislike);

ex-, co-, and anti- (exile, cooperate, antiseptic); mis- and non- (mistake, nonstop)

Grammar and parts of speech: identifying verbs in sentences; choosing similar or

different verbs for effect; past tense formation of regular and irregular verbs;

distinguishing common and proper nouns; collective nouns (pride, coven, troop);

identifying and classifying adjectives (colour, size, mood)

Punctuation: full stops and sentence boundaries; question marks and exclamation

marks; speech marks for direct speech (questions, exclamations, interrupted

speech); commas in lists; commas to mark clauses and pauses; capital letters for

proper nouns, nationalities, and titles

Sentence construction: singular and plural agreement; conjunctions (and, but, until,

when, before); signalling time sequence (first, then, after, finally); converting

sentences between first, second, and third person; combining simple sentences for

variety

Vocabulary and word meanings: synonyms (enormous, fast, difficult); antonyms

using prefixes; homonyms (bow, lean, rear, pad, reel); compound words (breakfast,

newspaper, lamppost); words inside words (oatmeal → oat, meal, at, etc.); syllable

division

Contractions: forming contractions with not, will, have, and am (won't, I'll, they've,

I'm); expanding contractions back to full form

Pronouns: personal pronouns (I, you, he, she, it, we, they); possessive pronouns

(my, his, their, mine, theirs); using pronouns to avoid repetition

Reading comprehension of short fiction and non-fiction extracts: adventure stories

(Harry the dog, the trapped badger); instructions (making a kaleidoscope); formal

letters (legal complaint from the three little pigs); identifying key information,

inference, and true/false statements

Alphabetical order and dictionary skills: ordering words by first, second, and third

letter; using a dictionary to check spellings and meanings; identifying key terms and

vocabulary

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 
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How to use this paper for revision

Work through one or two lessons per day rather than attempting the entire booklet

in a single sitting. This spaced practice embeds the rules more effectively and

prevents fatigue.

After completing each lesson, check your answers against a mark scheme or with an

adult. Circle any mistakes and rewrite the correct answer three times to reinforce

the rule.

For spelling lessons, practise the pattern aloud before writing. Say the word, identify

the tricky part (e.g. the silent letter in 'knife'), then write it from memory.

Use the self-assessment bar at the bottom of each page honestly. If you mark a

lesson as 'Tough', revisit it after a week to check whether your understanding has

improved.

Keep a vocabulary notebook alongside this workbook. Write down new words,

synonyms, and antonyms from the lessons, and use them in your own sentences.

For grammar lessons, read your answers aloud to check whether they sound natural

and correct. Your ear will often catch errors that your eye misses.

Lessons 31–48 include reading extracts. Read the passage twice: once for gist, then

again to underline key details before answering the questions.

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 
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Common mistakes to avoid

Confusing -ing spelling rules: forgetting to double the final consonant in short-vowel

words (swimming, hopping) but keeping the single consonant when the vowel is long

(hoping, riding). Test by sounding out the vowel.

Misplacing speech marks: putting them outside the punctuation ('Hello', she said. is 

wrong; 'Hello,' she said. is correct). The comma or full stop belongs inside the

closing speech mark.

Adding unnecessary commas: pupils often insert a comma before every 'and', even

when it is not needed. Only use commas to separate items in a list or to mark a

pause in a complex sentence.

Forgetting to capitalise proper nouns: names of people, places, languages, and

nationalities (French, London, Christmas) always begin with a capital letter, even

mid-sentence.

Mixing up contractions and possessives: 'it's' means 'it is' or 'it has'; 'its' shows

possession. 'They're' means 'they are'; 'their' shows possession. Sound out the full

form to check.

Ignoring the silent-e rule when adding suffixes: words like 'hope' drop the -e before

-ing (hoping) but keep it before -ful (hopeful). If the suffix begins with a vowel, drop

the -e; if it begins with a consonant, keep it.

Exam technique

Approach this workbook as daily practice rather than a test. Aim to complete two or

three lessons per session, working at a steady pace. Read each instruction carefully

before you begin; many errors arise from misreading what the question asks (e.g.

circling instead of underlining, writing plurals instead of singulars). If a question offers a

word bank or example, use it as your model; the pattern will guide your answer.

When you finish a lesson, self-mark immediately if you have access to an answer key.

Mark your score in the box and shade the self-assessment bar honestly. If you score

below half marks, revisit the lesson after a few days. For spelling and vocabulary

lessons, keep a separate correction list and test yourself weekly on words you got

wrong. This spaced retrieval strengthens long-term memory.

For reading comprehension lessons (31–48), annotate the extract as you read:

underline names, circle unfamiliar words, number the events in order. Then tackle the

questions. If a statement says 'True or False', find evidence in the text before

committing to an answer. Comprehension questions reward careful reading, not

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 
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guessing. Finally, review your answers aloud: if a sentence sounds awkward or

ungrammatical, revise it before moving on.

What to revise alongside this paper

Pupils working through this booklet should also practise creative writing to apply the

grammar and vocabulary skills in context. Try writing short stories (100–150 words)

using the adjectives, verbs, and sentence structures learned in Lessons 6–12 and 23–

28. Focus on varying sentence length and using conjunctions to build complex

sentences, as required in many 11-Plus writing tasks.

Once comfortable with the spelling patterns in Lessons 1–20, move on to dictation

practice. Ask an adult to read sentences aloud while you write them down, then check

for spelling, punctuation, and capital letter errors. This mirrors the dictation component

of some 11-Plus English papers. Additionally, extend your vocabulary by reading

widely: adventure stories, myths, and instructional texts all appear in the

comprehension lessons, and familiarity with these genres will boost confidence.

For pupils aiming at grammar schools with GL Assessment or CEM style tests, pair this

workbook with timed comprehension and cloze exercises. Bond, CGP, and Schofield &

Sims all publish suitable materials. Finally, revise homophones (there/their/they're, to/

too/two, where/were) and tricky spellings (necessary, separate, definitely) not covered

here, as these frequently appear in 11-Plus spelling sections.

Key terms

Long vowel, Short vowel, Suffix, Prefix, Plural, Singular, Common noun, Proper noun, 

Collective noun, Adjective, Verb, Pronoun (personal and possessive), Conjunction, 

Contraction, Synonym, Antonym, Homonym, Silent letter, Syllable, Direct speech, 

Compound word, Past tense, First person, second person, third person

For more free 11+ practice papers, past papers and online practice tests, visit SATs-

Papers.co.uk. 
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   

   

   

   

   



Answer-Key Notes: 11+ English Answers (No-

Nonsense Ages 7-8)
Compiled by SATs-Papers.co.uk to help you mark this paper and learn from each answer.

How to use this answer key

This answer key provides correct answers for all 48 lessons. Use it to mark your child's

work carefully, awarding one mark per correct answer unless the question specifies

otherwise. A tick means fully correct; anything else (including correct meaning but

wrong spelling or punctuation) should be marked wrong so you can see where

precision needs work.

Differentiate between careless slips and knowledge gaps. If your child writes 'braking'

for 'breaking', that is a spelling rule to revise; if they cannot think of any synonym for

'enormous', that is vocabulary breadth. Keep a list of recurring mistakes to guide your

next study session.

The worked examples below explain why certain answers are correct. Use them when

your child is stuck or when an answer surprises you both. They are teaching tools, not a

crutch: encourage your child to attempt every question independently before

consulting these notes.

Score interpretation

Each lesson is short (typically 5–15 marks). A score of 80 per cent or higher on a lesson

means your child has grasped that concept and is ready to move on. Between 60 and

80 per cent suggests the idea is partially understood but needs one more round of

practice or a different explanation. Below 60 per cent usually means the topic is new or

the question style unfamiliar; reteach the concept from scratch before trying similar

questions.

Because the 48 lessons are independent, your child does not need to work through

them in order. If Lesson 12 (sentences and capital letters) scores poorly, spend extra

time on punctuation basics before attempting Lesson 13 (question and exclamation

marks). Conversely, if your child sails through the phonics and spelling lessons (1–6, 17–

22) with 90 per cent or more, you can skip ahead to grammar and comprehension.

Track progress by re-testing weak lessons after a week. Improvement over time

matters more than any single score. If the same mistake (for example, forgetting silent

letters or confusing possessive pronouns) appears across several lessons, that is your

signal to pause and consolidate before moving forward.
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Worked examples

Phonics and spelling patterns (Lessons 1–2, 17–20)

Marks are binary: the spelling is either right or wrong. Children lose easy marks by

confusing short and long vowel sounds (Lesson 1), doubling the wrong consonant when

adding ing (Lesson 2), or guessing at silent letters (Lesson 20). Precision matters:

'swimming' with one m is incorrect even if the child knows the word. Successful students

sound out words carefully and apply the doubling rule (double the final consonant if the

vowel before it is short: 'hop' becomes 'hopping', but 'feel' stays 'feeling').

Lesson 1, Q1 : Underline: tune, free, carp, oats, bow, throat, creak. Circle:

mat, mitten, itch, melt, uncle, ripple

Long vowel sounds say the letter name ('u' in 'tune' says 'yoo', 'oa' in 'throat' says 'oh').

Short vowel sounds are clipped ('a' in 'mat', 'i' in 'mitten'). 'Carp' is long because the 'ar'

makes the vowel say 'ah' rather than the short 'a' in 'cat'. If your child circled 'carp',

revisit vowel digraphs.

Lesson 2, Q1b : swimming

'Swim' ends consonant–vowel–consonant with a short vowel, so double the final

consonant before adding ing. If your child wrote 'swiming', they forgot the rule.

Contrast with 'feel' (Lesson 2, Q1d): the vowel is long ('ee'), so you simply add ing

without doubling.

Lesson 20, Q1b : knife

The k is silent. English keeps the k in words borrowed from Old English ('knife', 'knee',

'knit'). The silent letter is not random; it connects to word history. Children often spell

'nife' by ear; teach the pattern (kn– always has a silent k) rather than memorising every

word individually.

Lesson 18, Q2d : noise

Remove the y sufÏx to recover the root noun. 'Noisy' comes from 'noise'. If your child

wrote 'nois', remind them that English words rarely end in a single s after a vowel

digraph; the e is needed. This reverse-engineering skill (adjective → noun) helps with

spelling families.
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Prefixes and sufÏxes (Lessons 3–5, 17, 21–22, 35)

Most errors come from adding the afÏx to the wrong base or forgetting spelling changes.

For example, Lesson 3 tests whether the child picks ible or able; Lesson 22 tests ful versus 

less. Context is king: 'a capful of water' means 'full of', so the sufÏx is ful. The paper

rewards children who understand meaning as well as spelling. Compound words (Lesson

21) are marked wrong if the join is incorrect: 'check-up' needs the hyphen; 'lamppost' is one

word with no space.

Lesson 3, Q2a : edible

When the root is not a standalone word, use ible. 'Ed' is not a word, so 'edible' takes ible.

Contrast 'believable' (Q2d): 'believe' is a word, so add able. Check whether you

recognise the root before choosing the sufÏx.

Lesson 4, Q1c : prepare

The prefix pre means 'before'. To 'prepare' is to get ready in advance. Children

sometimes confuse re (again) and pre (before). Ask: does the meaning need 'again' or

'beforehand'? Here, 'repair' would be wrong because it means to fix something broken.

Lesson 5, Q1f : uncooked

The opposite of 'cooked' is 'uncooked', not 'decooked' or 'discooked'. Un reverses states;

de removes or reduces (defrost, deselect). If your child wrote 'dis–', they are over-

applying the pattern. Test with a real sentence: 'the chicken is uncooked' sounds

natural.

Lesson 35, Q1a : antifreeze

Anti means 'against'. Antifreeze works against freezing. Ex means 'out' (exhale, exile), co

means 'together' (co-operate). Knowing Latin roots saves guesswork. If your child wrote

'exfreeze', revisit prefix meanings before moving on.

Word classes: nouns, verbs, adjectives (Lessons 7, 9–11, 19, 23–26)

Children must identify or use word classes in context. Lesson 7 and Lesson 9 ask for verbs,

often in the past tense; Lesson 10 distinguishes proper nouns (capitalised) from common

nouns; Lesson 11 circles adjectives. Marks are lost when children confuse categories:

underlining 'quickly' (an adverb) instead of 'ran' (a verb), or circling 'King Kong' as a common

noun instead of a proper noun. Successful students ask, 'What job is this word doing in the

sentence?' before marking it.
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Lesson 7, Q1d : stopped, came

Both are verbs (actions). 'It stopped outside the house. The postman came up the drive.'

Do not underline 'outside' or 'up'; those are prepositions, not verbs. If your child

underlined too many words, they may be confusing action words with any interesting

word. Practise: can you put 'to' in front? 'To stop', 'to come' – yes, they are verbs.

Lesson 10, Q1e : Circle: King Kong. Underline: film, ape

'King Kong' is a proper noun (the name of a specific character), so it needs a capital

letter and gets circled. 'Film' and 'ape' are common nouns (general things), so they are

underlined. If your child circled 'film', remind them that job titles, common objects,

and general animals are not proper nouns.

Lesson 25, Q1a : herd, pride

A group of buffalo is a herd; a group of lions is a pride. Collective nouns are specific to

each animal. If your child wrote 'school' or 'troop', they have confused the categories

(school = fish; troop = monkeys). Learn the common pairs (herd/cattle, flock/sheep,

swarm/bees, pride/lions, murder/crows) rather than guessing.

Lesson 26, Q1 (cross out adjectives) : sandy, tall, thick, narrow, sunlit,

brightly-coloured, shining

Adjectives describe nouns. 'Sandy beach', 'tall trees', 'thick jungle', 'narrow path', 'sunlit

clearing', 'brightly-coloured parrot', 'shining cutlasses'. Each one answers 'what kind?' If

your child left 'thick' or crossed out 'pirates', they are muddling adjectives with nouns. 

Ask: does it describe a thing? If yes, it is an adjective.

Pronouns (Lessons 39–40, 42)

Lesson 39 tests personal pronouns (I, you, he, she, it, we, they, me, him, her, us, them);

Lesson 40 tests possessive pronouns (my, your, his, her, its, our, their, mine, yours, etc.).

Children lose marks by circling the wrong words (for example, circling 'was' instead of 'It') or

by choosing the wrong case ('them' when the sentence needs 'their'). Lesson 42 converts

first person to third person, which requires changing every pronoun and possessive

consistently.
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Lesson 39, Q1a : them, It

'Jean met them near the bridge. It was raining.' Them is a personal pronoun (replaces a

plural noun, e.g. the dogs); It replaces 'the weather' or is an impersonal subject. Do not

circle 'Jean' (a proper noun), 'met' (a verb), or 'was' (a verb). Only circle the pronouns.

Lesson 40, Q1a : my, his

'He put my wallet into his pocket.' Both are possessive pronouns showing ownership. If

your child circled 'he' or 'put', they confused personal pronouns (he) with possessive

pronouns (his). Test: replace the pronoun with a name. 'Sam put Ella's wallet into

Sam's pocket' – 'Sam's' is possessive, so 'his' is possessive.

Lesson 42, Q1a : She didn't know what came over her. She turned off the path

that led to her school.

Convert every first-person pronoun (I, me, my) to third person (she, her, her). Change 'I

didn't' → 'She didn't', 'me' → 'her', 'my' → 'her'. If your child left any 'I' or 'my', the

answer is incomplete. Check consistency: all pronouns must match the same person

(she, not he or they) unless the original sentence gives you a reason to switch.

Punctuation (Lessons 12–14, 28–30, 44–46)

Full stops, capital letters, commas, speech marks, apostrophes, question marks and

exclamation marks are tested. Marks are strict: missing one full stop or one speech mark

loses the mark. Lesson 13 expects the correct end punctuation (. ? !) for the sentence type.

Lesson 14 places speech marks and commas around dialogue. Lesson 28 uses commas in

lists and to separate adjectives. Lesson 30 writes contractions (can't, won't, they've)

correctly. Children who guess punctuation or skip proofreading will lose easy marks.

Lesson 12, Q1 : Ben walked towards the front door. He opened it and stepped

outside. Then he ran as quickly as he could away from the house. The woods

seemed to go on forever. He thought he could hear footsteps behind him. He ran

faster and faster. Suddenly he tripped on a root and fell heavily.

Seven sentences need seven full stops (one already in place: 'fell heavily.'). Each new

sentence starts with a capital letter. If your child wrote only three or four full stops, they

are writing run-on sentences. Check: can you pause and take a breath? If yes, that is a

sentence boundary.
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Lesson 14, Q1b : "What do we do," asked Amir, "if they come back and find us

here?"

Speech marks surround Amir's words. The question mark goes inside the closing

speech mark because the question is part of what he said. 'Asked Amir' sits in the

middle, so you need a comma after 'do' and another after 'Amir'. If your child forgot the

comma after 'do', the punctuation is wrong.

Lesson 28, Q1a : I bought ham, cheese, fruit, water and yoghurt.

Commas separate items in a list. The last item is joined by 'and' with no comma

before it (British convention). If your child wrote 'water, and yoghurt', that is an

Americanism and would be marked wrong on some 11+ papers. Stick to the British

style: commas between items, 'and' before the last.

Lesson 30, Q1b : they should've

'Should have' contracts to 'should've', not 'should of'. The apostrophe replaces 'ha' in

'have'. If your child wrote 'shoulda' or 'should of', that is phonetic spelling. Teach: of is

never part of a verb. You can expand 'should've' back to 'should have' to check.

Comprehension and reasoning (Lessons 15–16, 31–32, 47–48)

These lessons ask True or False questions about short extracts (stories, recipes, instructions,

letters). The answers test careful reading: did the child notice the detail that proves or

disproves the statement? Marks are binary: True or False, no partial credit. Children lose

marks by skimming, by relying on memory instead of re-reading, or by confusing 'not

mentioned' with 'false'. Successful students underline the sentence in the extract that

answers each question before writing their answer.

Lesson 15, Q1a : False

The statement 'Clare wanted a hamster for a pet most of all' is false if the extract shows

she was deciding between several pets or did not express a preference. Re-read Extract

1: does it say 'most of all' or 'really wanted a hamster'? If not, the answer is False.

Children who skim will guess True because hamsters are mentioned.

Lesson 16, Q1b : True

Extract 2 says 'Football happens twice a week.' That matches the statement exactly, so 

True. If your child wrote False, they misread 'twice' as 'once' or confused football with

another activity (the flute). Train your child to locate the evidence before answering.
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Lesson 47, Q1d : False

'The noose held him tightly by the head' is false if the extract says the noose caught his

leg or neck. Check the text: where was the badger caught? If it says 'by the leg', the

answer is False. Many children will guess based on general knowledge ('nooses go

round necks'), but the question tests what this story says.

Lesson 48, Q1f : True

The formal letter says 'The three little pigs want to sue for damages.' Sue for damages

means claiming money in court for harm done. If the letter uses that phrase or explains

they want compensation, the statement is True. If your child wrote False, they may not

know what 'sue' means; add it to the vocabulary list.

Sentences, clauses and conjunctions (Lessons 13, 24, 27, 41–43, 46)

These lessons test sentence construction: joining clauses with conjunctions (and, but, until,

when, because, so), changing singular to plural (Lesson 24), converting between 1st and 3rd

person (Lesson 27, 42), sequencing sentences in logical order (Lesson 43), and using

commas to mark clause boundaries (Lesson 46). Marks depend on accurate grammar:

one mistake (for example, 'they was' or a missing comma) loses the mark. Children who

rush will write run-on sentences or forget to change every verb when switching from

singular to plural.

Lesson 24, Q1a : Iqbal and Ben don't like playing football. They prefer karate

and skateboarding.

Change singular 'Iqbal' to plural 'Iqbal and Ben'. Change 'doesn't' → 'don't', 'He

prefers' → 'They prefer'. Every verb must agree with the new plural subject. If your

child wrote 'Iqbal and Ben doesn't', they forgot subject–verb agreement. Practise: he

likes → they like; she runs → they run.

Lesson 41, Q1a : and, until

'We went to the park and played football until it started raining.' And joins two actions; 

until shows when the first action stopped. Both are conjunctions (joining words). If your

child underlined 'to' or 'it', they confused conjunctions with prepositions or pronouns.
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Lesson 43, Q1 (sequencing) : First you must go to the island. Then step ashore.

After crossing the beach you must enter the jungle. When you come out of the

trees you will see the hut. Inside is a stone box. Lift it carefully and look

inside.

Time connectives ('First', 'Then', 'After', 'When') signal the order. Start with 'First you

must go to the island' (the journey begins). 'Then step ashore' follows. 'After crossing

the beach' comes next, then 'When you come out of the trees', then 'Inside is a stone

box', then 'Lift it carefully'. If your child put the hut before the beach, they ignored the

logical sequence.

Lesson 46, Q1b : While I was standing there, he came up and snatched my bag.

A comma separates the opening clause ('While I was standing there') from the main

clause ('he came up…'). The comma shows the pause and prevents the reader

stumbling. If your child wrote no comma, the sentence runs together. Teach: clauses

that start with while, when, if, because usually need a comma when they come first.

Vocabulary: synonyms, antonyms, homophones, word families (Lessons 6, 8, 33, 36–

38)

Lesson 6 and Lesson 37 ask for synonyms (words with similar meanings); Lesson 5 builds

antonyms with prefixes (un–, dis–, de–); Lesson 36 explores homonyms (words that sound

alike but have different meanings); Lesson 33 finds words hidden inside longer words;

Lesson 38 practises alphabetical order. Possible answers means any correct synonym

scores the mark. Reject near-misses: 'big' is not a synonym for 'brave', even though both are

positive adjectives. Children with weak vocabularies will struggle; keep a word bank and

practise daily.

Lesson 6, Q1d : yelled / shouted / screeched

All three mean to speak very loudly or sharply. Any one scores the mark. 'Said' or

'whispered' would be wrong because they do not mean the same thing. If your child

wrote 'talked', they guessed instead of thinking about intensity. Teach: a synonym must

fit the same context without changing the meaning.

Lesson 8, Q1a : Similar: gazed / saw; Different: smiled / ran

Similar: 'gazed' and 'saw' both involve looking, though 'gazed' is more intense. Different:

'smiled' or 'ran' change the meaning completely (feeling happy vs. moving fast). If your

child put 'stared' in different, they are correct if the new sentence means something

else, but check that the sentence still makes sense.
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Lesson 36, Q1b : bow: to bend forward / a device for shooting arrows

Homonyms sound the same but mean different things. 'Bow' (rhymes with 'cow') =

bend forward or the front of a ship. 'Bow' (rhymes with 'go') = weapon for arrows or a

ribbon tied in loops. English spelling does not distinguish them, so context is essential.

If your child wrote only one meaning, they missed the point of the question.

Lesson 33, Q1a (oatmeal) : oat / at / me / meal

Find shorter words within the letters of 'oatmeal' without rearranging. 'Oat', 'at', 'me',

'meal' all appear in order. 'Meat' or 'male' do not, because you would have to rearrange

letters. This skill helps children see word roots (oat + meal) and improves spelling.

Next steps

After marking, sit with your child and review every mistake. For spelling or punctuation

errors, ask them to write the correct version three times and then use it in a sentence.

For comprehension questions, go back to the text together and find the sentence that

proves the answer; if they still disagree, discuss why the evidence supports True or

False. Keep a 'mistake log' (one page per topic) so you can see patterns over time.

If your child scored below 70 per cent on more than half the lessons, pause and

consolidate. Choose three weak areas (for example, silent letters, speech punctuation,

pronouns) and spend a week on targeted practice before returning to this booklet. If

they scored above 85 per cent across the board, look for Bond 8–9 or move to 11+

comprehension and creative writing practice. Regular, focused practice beats sporadic

cramming: fifteen minutes daily will yield better results than one long session at the

weekend.

For more free 11+ practice papers, past papers and online practice tests, visit SATs-Papers.co.uk. 
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