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      
       

      
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Answer-Key Notes: 11+ English Answers (No-

Nonsense Ages 8-9)
Compiled by SATs-Papers.co.uk to help you mark this paper and learn from each answer.

How to use this answer key

This answer key lists the correct responses for each lesson but rarely explains why

those answers work. Use the mark scheme to check answers objectively, awarding one

mark per correct item unless the rubric states otherwise. When your child misses a

question, ask whether it was a slip (spelling, missed word) or a gap in understanding

the rule. If the same type of error recurs across lessons, that signals a topic to revise.

The worked examples below focus on questions where students often lose marks

despite knowing the rules. Use them to model the reasoning process aloud, then ask

your child to explain a similar question back to you.

If you cannot see why an answer is correct even after reading the worked example,

revisit the corresponding topic in the question-paper appendix or a teaching guide

before moving on.

Score interpretation

This workbook contains 48 short lessons covering spelling patterns, homophones, verb

forms, punctuation, and vocabulary. Each lesson awards between 4 and 25 marks. A

rough guide: scoring 70 per cent or more on a lesson suggests the child can apply that

rule accurately under light time pressure. Between 50 and 70 per cent indicates partial

understanding; careless errors and knowledge gaps are hard to separate at this stage.

Below 50 per cent usually means the concept needs re-teaching from first principles.

Because the lessons are short and focused, a single weak score is not a cause for

concern. Look for patterns: if your child consistently scores well on spelling but

struggles with punctuation (Lessons 13, 14, 42, 44, 45, 46), prioritise those. If

vocabulary lessons (9, 10, 24, 25) are weaker than grammar, adjust your revision plan

accordingly.

High scores across all 48 lessons suggest readiness for the Bond 9–10 workbook or

timed 11+ practice papers. Patchy results mean selective revision and a second attempt

at weaker lessons will be more useful than moving on too soon.
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Worked examples

Spelling patterns and homophones (Lessons 1–2, 17–20, 33–34, 37–38)

Marks are lost when children spell words phonetically without checking whether a letter

string has multiple pronunciations (e.g. 'ough' in Lesson 34) or when they confuse

homophones that sound identical but carry different meanings. Context is the

gatekeeper: 'sail' and 'sale' are both correct spellings, but only one fits 'We are going to ___

from the pier.' Compound words (Lesson 37) are often misspelt as two words or hyphenated

incorrectly; knowing common pairs (skyscraper, greenhouse, briefcase) prevents this.

Lesson 2, sentence (a) : sail, pier

The sentence reads 'We are going to ___ from the end of the ___.' The verb 'sail' (travel

by boat) fits the first gap; 'sale' (a shop event) does not. 'Pier' (a structure over water)

makes sense for the location; 'peer' (to look closely, or a person of equal rank) does not.

Always read the whole sentence to check that both meaning and grammar work.

Lesson 19, word (c) : light

The clue in the workbook asks for a word ending in 'ight' or 'ite'. 'Light' (brightness, or

not heavy) ends in 'ight' and is a common word. 'Lite' is an informal or advertising

spelling and would not appear in formal English tests. If a word looks unusual, assume

the conventional spelling is correct unless told otherwise.

Lesson 34 : oh: mould / poultry; ow: round / house / mound; oo: soup / you; uh:

trouble; aw: tour / sought

The letter string 'ou' or 'ough' can produce five different sounds. Grouping words by

pronunciation reveals the pattern: 'mould' and 'poultry' share the long 'oh' sound,

while 'trouble' shortens to 'uh'. Many children try to decode 'sought' as 'sawt' (correct)

but spell it phonetically as 'sort'; knowing it belongs to the 'aw' family prevents that slip.

Lesson 37, pair (a) : skyscraper

The instruction is to match pairs and write the compound word. 'Sky' + 'scraper' =

'skyscraper' (a very tall building). The trap is writing 'sky scraper' (two words) or 'sky-

scraper' (hyphenated). Compound nouns that have been in the language for decades

are almost always closed (one word, no hyphen). When in doubt, check a dictionary, but

common pairs like skyscraper, greenhouse, and briefcase are safe bets.
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Verb forms and tenses (Lessons 3–4, 7–8, 39)

Children lose marks by adding 'ed' to irregular verbs ('swimmed' instead of 'swam') or by

confusing past and present tense within the same sentence. The mark scheme awards one

mark per correct verb form, so each mistake costs a point. Irregular verbs must be

memorised; there is no rule that predicts 'catch' becomes 'caught' rather than 'catched'.

Lessons 7 and 39 test whether the child can switch tense on demand; reading the whole

sentence aloud often reveals a mismatch.

Lesson 4, sentence (a) : caught

The verb 'catch' is irregular: its past tense is 'caught', not 'catched'. The sentence 'He ___

the ball above his head' requires the past tense because the action is finished. Many

children write 'catched' because they know the regular rule (add 'ed'), but irregular

verbs override that rule. If a verb sounds wrong when you add 'ed', it is probably

irregular; check a list.

Lesson 8, sentence (b) : left (past), are coming (present)

The sentence reads 'They ___ yesterday. They ___ back today.' 'Yesterday' signals past

tense ('left'), while 'today' and the continuous aspect signal present tense ('are coming').

Mixing 'left' and 'come' (simple present) would sound unnatural. Time words are the

strongest clue to which tense is needed; underline them before filling the gap.

Lesson 39, sentence (e) : ran

The instruction says to use 'to run' in the past tense. 'The wolves ___ howling through

the trees in the moonlight.' The past tense of 'run' is 'ran', not 'runned'. The phrase 'in

the moonlight' (描述過去某一刻) confirms past tense. Children who write 'were running'

have used past continuous, which is also past but not the simple past the question asks

for; check the bracketed instruction carefully.

Punctuation: speech marks, commas, colons, semi-colons, hyphens, dashes (Lessons

13–14, 42, 44–46)

Punctuation questions often carry multiple marks (one per missing symbol), so errors

multiply quickly. Speech marks must enclose only the spoken words, and the comma or

full stop usually sits inside the closing quote if the sentence ends there. Commas separate

list items and non-essential clauses; missing one in a list of four items costs a mark. Colons

introduce lists or explanations; semi-colons join related sentences. Hyphens glue compound

adjectives ('ten-year-old daughter'); dashes mark interruptions or afterthoughts and require

one at each end of the interruption.
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Lesson 13, sentence 2(c) : "Whatever you do," the creature croaked, "you must not

look back at the queen."

The spoken words are split by 'the creature croaked', so two pairs of speech marks are

needed. A comma after 'do' (inside the first closing quote) shows the speech continues.

Another comma after 'croaked' separates the reporting clause from the second half of

the speech. The full stop sits inside the final closing quote because the sentence ends

there. If the speech is interrupted, treat it as two quoted segments with the

reporting clause in between.

Lesson 14, sentence 1(a) : The pirates used swords, spades, lanterns and ropes to

hunt for treasure.

A list of four items needs commas after the first three and 'and' before the last. 'Swords,

spades, lanterns and ropes' is correct. Omitting any comma (e.g. 'swords spades,

lanterns and ropes') makes the sentence harder to parse and loses a mark. Some style

guides allow a comma before 'and' (the Oxford comma), but Bond typically does not

require it; follow the mark scheme's pattern.

Lesson 44, sentence (f) : I still need to buy: a new top; put my trousers into the

dry cleaners; find a new pair of shoes; buy a present for Grandma; and spend my

music voucher on that new CD.

The colon introduces a list of tasks. Because each task is a clause (contains a verb),

semi-colons separate them instead of commas. A comma would be too weak. The final

item takes 'and' plus a semi-colon before it. Use semi-colons when list items are long

or contain commas themselves; this keeps the structure clear.

Lesson 45, sentence (f) : Sarah gave a first-class performance as the ten-year-old

daughter in the school play.

'First-class' is a compound adjective describing 'performance', so it takes a hyphen. 'Ten-

year-old' is also compound (an adjective formed from three words) and needs hyphens

between all three parts. Without hyphens, 'ten year old daughter' could be misread as a

ten-year daughter who is old. Hyphenate compound adjectives that come before the

noun; after the noun ('the daughter is ten years old') no hyphens are needed.

Adjectives and adverbs: comparatives, superlatives, powerful vocabulary (Lessons

10–11, 23, 25–27, 40)

Comparative and superlative forms follow predictable rules for short adjectives (add

'er'/'est') but require 'more'/'most' for longer words. Never mix the two: 'more cleverer' is

wrong. Adverbs modify verbs and often end in 'ly', but a few (well, fast, hard) do not.
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Powerful-vocabulary questions ask for a synonym that is more vivid; the mark scheme often

accepts several answers, so any word that genuinely intensifies the meaning will score.

Lesson 23, sentence (c) : better, best

The adjective 'good' is irregular: its comparative is 'better' (not 'gooder') and its

superlative is 'best' (not 'goodest'). The sentence reads 'My results were ___ than Sue's.

Ron's were the ___ in the school.' 'Than' signals comparative; 'the ___ in the school'

signals superlative. Memorise the irregular triplets: good / better / best, bad / worse /

worst.

Lesson 25, sentence (a) : awful / appalling, scorching

The instruction is to replace 'bad' and 'hot' with more powerful adjectives. 'Awful' or

'appalling' (both mean very bad) and 'scorching' (extremely hot) are stronger than the

plain words. The mark scheme lists these as examples; other vivid synonyms (dreadful,

terrible, blistering, sweltering) would also score. Choose words that genuinely

intensify, not just longer words: 'unpleasant' is no stronger than 'bad'.

Lesson 27, sentence (d) : Underline: fast, quietly; circle: mysterious, large

Adverbs modify the verb 'ran' and 'vanished': 'fast' (how he ran) and 'quietly' (how the

man vanished). Adjectives modify nouns: 'mysterious' (man) and 'large' (crowd). The

trap is circling 'fast' as an adjective because it has no 'ly' ending. Ask what the word

describes: if it describes a verb, it is an adverb even without 'ly'.

Apostrophes: contractions and possession (Lessons 28–30)

Apostrophes show either missing letters (it's = it is) or possession (the baron's dog). The

possessive 'its' (belonging to it) never takes an apostrophe; this is the single most

common error in the workbook. For singular possession, add apostrophe-s (dog's, friend's).

For plural possession, add apostrophe after the s if the plural already ends in s (houses',

parents'), or apostrophe-s if the plural is irregular (children's, men's). Each misplaced or

missing apostrophe costs a mark.

Lesson 28, phrase 1(a) : The baron's dog.

The original phrase is 'The dog of the baron.' To show possession, move 'the baron'

before 'dog' and add apostrophe-s: 'the baron's dog'. The apostrophe goes between

'baron' and 's' because the baron is singular. Rewriting with 'of' is always the long-

form test: if you can say 'of the X', then X takes the apostrophe.
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Lesson 29, sentence (a) : houses'

The sentence reads 'The ___ windows are not properly fixed.' The noun in brackets is

'house', and the instruction says to write the plural possessive form. Plural of 'house' is

'houses'. Because it already ends in s, the possessive is 'houses'' (apostrophe after the

s). For regular plurals, add only the apostrophe; do not write 'houses's'.

Lesson 30, sentence (d) : It's, it's

The sentence reads '"___ OK, the show hasn't started yet, ___ running late!"' Both gaps

need 'It is' contracted to 'it's' (apostrophe replaces the missing i). The possessive

'its' (belonging to it) would make no sense here. If you can expand the word to 'it is'

or 'it has', use the apostrophe; otherwise use 'its'.

Next steps

After marking, sort errors into three groups: slips (the child knew the rule but misread

or rushed), half-known rules (right some of the time), and unknown rules (consistent

mistakes). Slips need only a reminder to check work; half-known rules need one

focused revision session and five practice questions; unknown rules need re-teaching

from a textbook or video, then graduated practice. If your child scores below 60 per

cent on more than a quarter of the lessons, pause and consolidate those topics before

attempting new material.

If scores are consistently high (above 80 per cent), move to the Bond 9–10 workbook or

try a timed 11+ practice paper to see whether accuracy holds under exam pressure.

Use any remaining weak lessons as retrieval practice a few weeks later; spacing out

revision cements long-term retention better than massed practice.

For more free 11+ practice papers, past papers and online practice tests, visit SATs-Papers.co.uk. 
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