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Paper Notes: 11+ English Question Booklet (No-

Nonsense Ages 9-10)
Compiled by SATs-Papers.co.uk to help you get the most from this paper.

Overview

This is a comprehensive Bond 11+ English Question Booklet designed for children aged

9-10 preparing for GL Assessment style entrance exams. The booklet contains 48

structured lessons covering the full range of English skills tested at 11+, from grammar

and punctuation through to reading comprehension and creative writing techniques.

Each lesson is self-contained, mixing short exercises with sentence-level manipulation

tasks and vocabulary challenges.

The questions are predominantly written-response exercises, with children completing

sentences, rewriting passages, underlining key grammatical features, and adding

missing punctuation. There are also true/false reading comprehension questions based

on short narrative and non-fiction extracts. The approach is systematic and

incremental, moving from foundational spelling patterns to sophisticated clause

analysis and rhetorical devices.

This booklet suits families looking for a structured, print-friendly resource that can be

worked through independently or alongside a tutor. The 238 questions span word-

level, sentence-level, and text-level objectives, making it a thorough foundation for GL

Assessment 11+ English papers and similar selective school entrance exams.

How this paper is organised

The booklet is organised into 48 separate lessons, each occupying roughly one page

and focusing on a single topic area. Lessons run sequentially through spelling patterns

(vowel endings, plurals, homophones), grammar rules (auxiliary verbs, possessive

pronouns, conjunctions, prepositions), punctuation conventions (colons, semi-colons,

apostrophes, brackets, dashes), and reading comprehension tasks based on story

openings, narrative poetry, and persuasive texts.

Each lesson typically presents between 3 and 10 questions, often divided into two or

three sub-sections. Some lessons ask students to complete words, others to rewrite

sentences or underline specific word classes. Later lessons include short reading

extracts followed by comprehension questions in true/false or short-answer format.

There are also editing and text adaptation tasks that ask children to simplify complex

sentences or insert missing punctuation into unpunctuated passages.
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No overall time limit is specified; the booklet is intended for incremental practice over

several weeks. Each lesson is scored separately, with marks indicated at the foot of the

page. The final page includes a handwriting practice exercise, reinforcing legibility and

fluency as well as accuracy.
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Topics covered

Vowel endings and pluralisation rules, including irregular plurals and nouns ending in

-o, -y, and consonant clusters

Prefixes (circum-, trans-, bi-, tele-, auto-) and their meanings; negative prefixes (in-,

im-, il-, ir-) applied to root words

Suffixes, particularly the 'shun' family (-tion, -sion, -ssion) and rules for adding

suffixes to root words ending in -e or consonant + y

Synonyms, antonyms, and homophones; building vocabulary through word families

and etymology (borrowed words from French, German, Spanish, Italian, India, China)

Adverbs and their placement in sentences; distinguishing adverbs from adjectives

and understanding their role in modifying verbs

Root words embedded in longer derivatives; identifying and extracting core meaning

from complex vocabulary

Grammatical agreement (subject-verb concord); verb tenses (present, past, future)

and auxiliary verb usage (is/are/was/were, can/could, may/might, will/would)

First, second, and third person pronouns (singular and plural); possessive pronouns

and their correct usage without apostrophes

Sentence types (statements, questions, orders, exclamations); changing word order

and intonation to alter meaning or function

Clauses and subordination; identifying main and subordinate clauses, using

conjunctions and connectives to join ideas, comma placement around embedded

clauses

Punctuation of dialogue (speech marks, commas, question marks, exclamation

marks); converting direct speech to reported speech and vice versa

Colons, semi-colons, hyphens, and dashes; brackets for additional information;

apostrophes for possession and contraction

Reading comprehension of narrative poetry, story openings (including regional

dialect stories), recount writing, and persuasive argument texts

Editing and adapting texts; removing double negatives, resolving ambiguities,

simplifying complex sentences for younger readers

Onomatopoeia and figurative language; objective versus subjective writing;

distinguishing fact from opinion in non-fiction texts
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How to use this paper for revision

Work through the lessons in order rather than skipping ahead; many later exercises

build on grammatical concepts introduced earlier in the booklet.

When tackling homophones or spelling exercises, read the whole sentence aloud

first to identify the intended meaning before selecting or completing the word.

For clause and punctuation lessons, underline or highlight the main verb in each

sentence first to locate the main clause, then identify subordinate clauses and their

connectives.

In reading comprehension tasks, always return to the text to verify true/false

answers; avoid relying on memory or assumptions, especially for inference

questions.

Keep a vocabulary notebook to record new words from the prefixes, suffixes, and

borrowed words lessons, along with their meanings and example sentences.

Practise rewriting and editing tasks aloud before committing pen to paper; this helps

you spot ambiguities and awkward phrasing more easily.

Use the handwriting practice page to check your joined writing is legible under timed

conditions; rushed or unclear handwriting can cost marks in a real exam.

Common mistakes to avoid

Confusing possessive pronouns (its, your, their) with contractions (it's, you're,

they're); remember possessive pronouns never take apostrophes.

Forgetting to change the verb form when converting sentences between tenses or

persons, leading to subject-verb disagreement errors.

Misplacing commas around subordinate clauses, especially when the subordinate

clause appears at the start of the sentence; the comma should come after the

clause, not before it.

Leaving double negatives uncorrected; sentences like 'I didn't see nothing' should

be rewritten as 'I didn't see anything' or 'I saw nothing'.

Choosing the wrong homophone by spelling instinct rather than meaning; always ask

yourself what the word means in context before selecting 'paw' versus 'poor' or

'saw' versus 'sore'.

Writing the prefix or suffix incorrectly when the root word ends in a silent -e or

double consonant; many children forget to drop the -e before adding -tion or -ing.
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Exam technique

Begin each lesson by reading all the questions and worked examples carefully. Many

instructions specify exactly how to answer (e.g. 'underline', 'rewrite', 'circle'), and

missing this detail costs marks even if your understanding is correct. Allocate your time

according to the number of questions and their complexity; a six-word completion task

requires less time than rewriting a paragraph into six simplified sentences.

For grammar and punctuation exercises, check your answers against the text you have

produced by reading them aloud quietly. If a sentence sounds unnatural or confusing,

revisit your choice of connective, pronoun, or punctuation mark. In reading

comprehension questions, underline or annotate key phrases in the extract that support

each true/false statement; this helps you track evidence and avoid careless errors.

If working through the booklet independently, mark your own answers using a GL-style

mark scheme or model answers from a teacher or tutor. Focus on understanding why

an answer is correct, not just whether you scored the mark. Revisit any lessons where

you scored below 70% to consolidate weak areas before moving on to more advanced

material.

What to revise alongside this paper

Alongside this booklet, students should practise unseen comprehension passages of

increasing length and complexity, including extracts from classic children's literature,

modern fiction, and non-fiction articles. This will develop stamina and inference skills

beyond the short extracts included here. Vocabulary expansion is critical at 11+, so

supplement the prefix and suffix work with wider reading and word games that build

etymology knowledge and nuance in meaning.

For grammar, revise sentence construction in greater depth, including complex

sentences with multiple subordinate clauses, passive voice, and subjunctive mood

(though the latter is rarely tested at 11+, it underpins advanced writing). Explore more

sophisticated punctuation use, such as parenthetical commas, ellipses for effect, and

the distinction between restrictive and non-restrictive clauses.

Finally, students preparing for GL Assessment papers should complete timed practice

tests under exam conditions, focusing on the blend of comprehension, grammar,

spelling, and creative writing that characterises the full 11+ English paper. This booklet

provides the building blocks, but exam technique and confidence under time pressure

come only from full mock papers.
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Key terms

Prefix, Suffix, Root word, Synonym, Antonym, Homophone, Auxiliary verb, Possessive

pronoun, Adverb, Conjunction, Subordinate clause, Main clause, Subject-verb

agreement, Direct speech, Reported speech, Colon, Semi-colon, Apostrophe, 

Onomatopoeia, Ambiguity, Intonation, Narrative poetry, Recount writing, Objective

writing, Subjective writing

For more free 11+ practice papers, past papers and online practice tests, visit SATs-

Papers.co.uk. 
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Answer-Key Notes: 11+ English Answers (No-

Nonsense Ages 9-10)
Compiled by SATs-Papers.co.uk to help you mark this paper and learn from each answer.

How to use this answer key

This answer key lists correct answers for all 48 lessons but rarely explains why an

answer is right. Use it to mark your child's work objectively, one mark per correct

response. When an answer is wrong, look below for a worked example that unpacks

the reasoning behind the correct choice.

Distinguish between slips and gaps. If your child writes 'shelfs' instead of 'shelves', that

is a spelling slip; if they cannot identify a subordinate clause, that is a knowledge gap

requiring re-teaching. Careless errors disappear with a reminder; knowledge gaps need

practice.

Refer to the worked examples when you need to explain a mistake or when your child

asks, 'Why is that the answer?' The examples below show how to think through tricky

questions in spelling, grammar, punctuation and sentence construction.

Score interpretation

Each lesson awards between 3 and 12 marks, depending on the number of questions. A

score of 80 per cent or higher across all 48 lessons suggests your child has a firm grasp

of the National Curriculum grammar and punctuation objectives for Years 4 and 5.

Scores between 60 and 80 per cent indicate partial understanding. Review the lessons

where marks were lost: spelling patterns (Lessons 1, 2, 17, 18, 35), punctuation of

clauses (Lessons 12, 30, 43), or verb forms (Lessons 10, 23, 24) often need

reinforcement. A score below 60 per cent means foundational concepts—such as word

classes, sentence structure or apostrophe rules—require systematic re-teaching before

moving on.

Remember that this is a practice booklet, not a timed exam. A low score today is useful

diagnostic information, not a ceiling. Rework weak areas, then re-attempt the same

lessons a week later to measure progress.
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Worked examples

Spelling: plurals, borrowed words and letter strings (Lessons 1, 2, 17, 18, 35, 37)

Markers reward accurate application of spelling rules rather than rote memory. Lesson 2

tests regular and irregular plurals; Lesson 17 asks children to distinguish hard and soft 'c';

Lesson 18 groups words by vowel sound. Children lose marks when they over-generalise a

rule (adding '-s' to 'knife' instead of changing 'f' to 'v') or mis-hear a vowel sound ('ow' in

'shout' versus 'oh' in 'shoulder'). In Lessons 35 and 37, borrowed words and the 'i before e'

rule trip up careless readers who do not check etymology or pronunciation.

Lesson 2, Q1d : trolleys

Words ending in a consonant + 'y' usually change 'y' to 'i' and add '-es' ('baby' →

'babies'). But when a vowel precedes the 'y', simply add '-s' ('trolley' → 'trolleys',

'donkey' → 'donkeys'). Many children forget this exception and write 'trollies'.

Lesson 17, Q1b : bicycle

'Bicycle' contains both a hard 'c' (before 'y') and a soft 'c' (before 'le'). The letter 'c' is

soft before 'e', 'i' or 'y' ('ceiling', 'icing') and hard before 'a', 'o', 'u' or a consonant

('carnival', 'crocus'). Recognising this pattern helps with spelling and reading unfamiliar

words.

Lesson 18, 'aw' group : fourth, pour, bought

All three words contain the long 'or' sound ('aw'), but each uses a different spelling: 'ou'

in 'fourth', 'our' in 'pour', 'ough' in 'bought'. Grouping by sound rather than by letter

string helps children see that English often offers multiple spellings for the same

phoneme.

Lesson 35, Q1d : thief

The mnemonic 'i before e except after c' applies when the sound is long 'ee'. 'Thief' has

no 'c', so 'i' comes before 'e'. Watch out for exceptions like 'weird', 'seize' and 'protein',

which break the rule and must be learned individually.

Grammar: verb forms, agreement and tense (Lessons 5, 10, 11, 23, 24)

These lessons test whether children can identify verb tenses, choose the correct auxiliary

verb and make subjects agree with verbs in number. Common errors include mixing

tenses within a sentence (Lesson 24, 'I met Susie at 3pm on Tuesdays') or choosing a

singular verb for a plural subject (Lesson 23, 'The three sheep runs'). Lesson 10 asks
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children to recognise auxiliary verbs ('were', 'had been', 'could') and change sentences from

present to past tense by altering the auxiliary alone.

Lesson 10, Q2b : They were having a holiday today.

The original sentence uses the present continuous ('They are having'). To convert to

past continuous, change the auxiliary verb 'are' to 'were' and leave the present

participle 'having' unchanged. Many children mistakenly write 'They had a holiday',

which changes the aspect as well as the tense.

Lesson 23, Q1a : run

'The three sheep' is a plural subject, so the verb must be plural. 'Run' is correct; 'runs'

would require a singular subject like 'The sheep' (which can be singular or plural

depending on context). Subject–verb agreement errors are common when the subject is

a collective noun or when extra words separate subject and verb.

Lesson 24, Q1c : I meet Susie at 3pm on Tuesdays so we can go to the aerobics

class together.

'On Tuesdays' signals a habitual action, which requires the simple present tense ('I

meet'), not the simple past ('I met'). The rest of the sentence already uses 'can

go' (present modal), so 'met' would create a tense clash. Teaching children to spot time

markers ('always', 'every week', 'yesterday') helps them choose the correct tense.

Punctuation: speech marks, commas, colons and apostrophes (Lessons 9, 12, 13, 14,

44, 45)

Punctuating direct speech (Lessons 9, 14, 44) and using commas with subordinate clauses

(Lesson 12) account for many lost marks. Children often omit the comma after an

introductory clause ('Although we were late the show had still not started') or place speech

marks incorrectly. Lesson 13 introduces colons and semi-colons; Lesson 45 tests

apostrophes for possession and omission. Precision matters: 'its' versus 'it's', 'Ceris'' versus

'Ceris's'.

Lesson 12, Q1a : Although we were late, the show had still not started.

When a subordinate clause begins a sentence, place a comma after it to separate it

from the main clause. 'Although we were late' is the subordinate clause (it cannot stand

alone); 'the show had still not started' is the main clause. No comma is needed if the

main clause comes first: 'The show had still not started although we were late.'
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Lesson 14, Q1b : "Why are you here?" he gasped. "I asked you not to come."

The question mark belongs inside the closing speech mark because it is part of the

spoken words. After the speech mark, use a lower-case reporting verb ('he gasped')

if the speech tag describes how the words were said. The second sentence begins

with a capital letter because it is a new sentence, not a continuation of the first piece of

speech.

Lesson 13, Q1a : She bought vegetables: cabbage for her Mum; potatoes for her

Gran; onions for herself.

A colon introduces a list or explanation. Semi-colons separate items in a list when

those items already contain commas ('cabbage for her Mum' is one item; 'potatoes

for her Gran' is another). Using only commas would create ambiguity about where one

item ends and the next begins.

Lesson 45 (Adam's eyes / Ceris' face / Dave's house) : Adam's / Ceris' / Dave's

For a singular noun, add apostrophe + s to show possession ('Adam's eyes', 'Dave's

house'). When a singular noun already ends in 's', you may write either 'Ceris's' or

'Ceris'' (both are acceptable in British English; the mark scheme accepts 'Ceris'').

'Its' (possessive) has no apostrophe; 'it's' means 'it is' or 'it has'.

Sentence construction: clauses, conjunctions and ambiguity (Lessons 8, 12, 27, 28,

30, 39, 43)

These lessons ask children to combine short sentences with conjunctions (Lesson 39),

rewrite sentences to avoid ambiguity (Lesson 27) and identify subordinate clauses (Lessons

30, 43). Markers reward clear, varied sentence structures. Children lose marks when they

string main clauses together with 'and' or 'but' instead of using subordinating conjunctions

('although', 'because', 'while'), or when they fail to punctuate subordinate clauses correctly.

Lesson 27, Q1a : I saw a postman who was wearing shorts and carrying a sack.

The original sentence ('I saw a postman with a sack wearing shorts') is ambiguous: it

could mean the postman was wearing shorts or the sack was wearing shorts. Moving

'wearing shorts' next to 'postman' and using the relative pronoun 'who' makes it

clear that the postman, not the sack, was wearing the shorts.
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Lesson 28, Q1a : She turned left at the lights, drove down the road and stopped

at the school.

Three short sentences become one by listing the three actions in sequence. Use

commas to separate items in a list of actions ('turned', 'drove', 'stopped') and place

'and' before the final item. This structure is more fluent than 'She turned left. She drove

down the road. She stopped at the school.'

Lesson 30, Q2a : While I was waiting for the bus, I saw a most extraordinary

sight.

'While I was waiting for the bus' is a subordinate clause (it depends on the main clause

'I saw a most extraordinary sight'). Subordinate clauses add detail about time,

reason or condition and cannot stand alone as sentences. Identifying them helps

children punctuate complex sentences correctly.

Lesson 39, Q2a : I went for a walk because I needed the exercise but I soon got

tired.

The question forbids 'because', 'and' and 'but', so the sample answer above would not

score marks. An acceptable alternative might be 'I went for a walk since I needed the

exercise, although I soon got tired' or 'I went for a walk to get exercise; however, I

soon got tired.' The task tests whether children can vary their conjunctions and

sentence structures.

Vocabulary: prefixes, sufÏxes, synonyms and antonyms (Lessons 3, 4, 6, 21, 33, 34,

36)

Understanding word structure helps with spelling and comprehension. Lessons 3 and 36

test prefixes ('circum-', 'trans-', 'in-', 'im-', 'il-', 'ir-'); Lesson 21 tests sufÏxes that turn verbs

into nouns ('-tion', '-sion'); Lesson 34 highlights unstressed vowels that are often misspelt

('generous', not 'genrous'). Children who recognise roots and afÏxes can decode

unfamiliar words and avoid common spelling errors.

Lesson 3, Q1a : circumambulate

'Circum-' means 'around' (as in 'circumference'); 'ambulate' means 'walk' (as in

'ambulance', originally a mobile hospital). 'Circumambulate' means to walk around

something, often in a ritual or ceremonial context. Breaking words into prefix + root

helps children remember and spell them.
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Lesson 21, Q1g : confusion

The verb 'confuse' becomes the noun 'confusion'. When the root ends in '-se' or '-de',

the sufÏx is usually '-sion' ('decide' → 'decision', 'televise' → 'television'). When the root

ends in '-t' or '-te', use '-tion' ('educate' → 'education'). Learning these patterns reduces

spelling errors.

Lesson 36, Q2a : irrational

'Rational' begins with 'r', so the negative prefix 'in-' assimilates to 'ir-' for ease of

pronunciation. The prefix 'in-' becomes 'il-' before 'l' ('illegal'), 'im-' before 'm' or

'p' ('immaterial', 'imperfect') and 'ir-' before 'r' ('irreplaceable'). Recognising this

pattern prevents misspellings like 'inrational' or 'inlegal'.

Next steps

After marking, sit with your child and review every mistake together. For each wrong

answer, ask, 'What was the question testing?' and 'How can we remember the rule next

time?' If the same type of error appears in multiple lessons (for example, apostrophe

errors in Lessons 13, 45 and 46), that signals a topic to revise systematically before

moving on.

If your child scores below 70 per cent, rework the weakest five lessons immediately,

then re-test them a few days later. If the score is above 85 per cent, move on to the

Bond 10–11 Years book or try a timed 11+ practice paper to build exam stamina.

Regular, spaced practice (three lessons per week) produces better retention than

cramming a whole booklet in one sitting.

For more free 11+ practice papers, past papers and online practice tests, visit SATs-Papers.co.uk. 
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