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Read the following with your child:

Verbal Reasoning 3

. This is a multiple-choice paper in which you have to mark your answer to each question
on the separate answer sheet.

. The paper contains a number of different types of question. Each question type starts
with an explanation of what to do, followed by a worked example and solution with
the answer marked on the answer sheet.

Some questions require more than one answer to be marked. Read the instructions
carefully.

Draw a firm line clearly through the rectangle next to your answer like this #=. If you
make a mistake, rub it out as completely as you can and put in your new answer.

Be sure to keep your place on the answer sheet. Mark your answer in the column that
has the same number as the question in the booklet.

. You may find some of the questions difficult. If you cannot do a question, do not
waste time on it but go on to the next. If you are not sure of an answer, choose the
one you think is best.

. Work as quickly and as carefully as you can.
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In these sentences, a word of four letters is hidden at the end of one word and the beginning of
the next word.

Find the pair of words that contains the hidden word and mark this answer on the answer sheet.

Example The film ended happily after all.

A The film

B film ended

C ended happily
D happily after

E afterall.
Answer film ended
Solution In this sentence, the hidden four-letter word is ‘'mend’, which is made up of the

last letter of the word ‘film’ and the first three letters of the word ‘ended’. So the
pair of words that contains the hidden word is ‘film ended'.

1 His boss made allocations for staff.

His boss
boss made
made allocations

allocations for

m O N @ >

for staff.

2 The vocal music was incredibly beautiful.

The vocal
vocal music
music was

was incredibly

m O N @ >

incredibly beautiful.
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3 She dived elegantly into the pool.

She dived
dived elegantly
elegantly into

into the

m O N @™ >

the pool.

4 The delayed passenger estimated his arrival.
A The delayed

delayed passenger

B
C passenger estimated
D estimated his

E

his arrival.

S The tiny green boat sailed slowly.
A The tiny

tiny green

B

C green boat
D boat sailed
E

sailed slowly.

6 The yard was full of mess.

A The yard

yard was

full of

B
C was full
D
E of mess.
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7 Alice made cake for afternoon treats.

Alice made
made cake
cake for

for afternoon

m O N @ >

afternoon treats.

In these questions, find two words, one from each group, that are most opposite in meaning.
Mark both words on the answer sheet.

Example (morning early wake) (late shop dark)
A morning X late
B early Y shop
C wake Z dark
Answer early late
Solution The two words, one from each group, that are most opposite in meaning are

‘early’ from group one and ‘late’ from group two.

8 (approach hinder consider) (disregard think recommend)
A approach X disregard
B hinder Y think
C consider Z recommend

9 (friend relative pet) (family child enemy)
A friend X family
B relative Y child
C pet Z enemy
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10 (hard agile flexible)

A hard
B agile
C flexible

11 (aid sink reduce)

A aid
B sink
C reduce

12 (joy wonder amazement)

A joy
B wonder
C amazement

13 (release travel engage)

A release
B travel
C engage

14 (calm chaos neat)

A calm
B chaos
C neat

(stiff quick delicate)

X stiff
Y quick
7 delicate

(float support drop)

X float
Y support
Z drop

(curiosity sorrow frustration)

X curiosity
Y sorrow
Z frustration

(delay move seize)

X delay
Y move
Z seize

(order quiet tired)

X order
Y quiet
Z tired
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15 (disastrous ridiculous perplexing)  (outrageous exciting serious)

A disastrous X outrageous
B ridiculous Y exciting
C perplexing Z serious

In each question, find the number that continues the series in the most sensible way and mark it on
the answer sheet.

Example 2 4 6 8 [?]
A 16 B 11 c 10 D9 E 12
Answer 10
Solution In this series, you add 2 each time. For other series, you might have to perform a

different sort of operation (+, —, %, +). There might also be two series involved: the
first comprising the 1st, 3rd, 5th number etc. and the second comprising the 2nd,

4th, 6th etc.
1 6 289 315 341 367 393 [?]
A 403 B 404 Cc 417 D 419 E 445

17 18 36 72 144 288 [?]

A 432 B 504 C 528 D 574 E 576

18 92 79 66 53 40 [7?]

A 27 B 31 C 33 D 34 E 37
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19 44 38 32 26 20 [7?]

20 324 108 36 12 [?]

21 75 67 59 51 [?7]

A 40 B 41 C 42 D 43 E 44

22 9 27 81 243 729 [?]

A 1458 B 2187 C 2916 D 3645 E 4374

Read the following information, then find the correct answer to the question and mark it on the
answer sheet.

2 3 Jessica, Peter, Mohammed, Tanya and Becky are growing tomato plants. Each child
has three seeds which can grow into plants.

The children monitor their plants’ growth over two months.

At the end of the two months Jessica has one plant which is much taller than her
other two plants.

Mohammed’s three plants are all healthy but much smaller than Jessica’s.
Peter and Becky did not manage to grow plants from all of their seeds.
Tanya only planted one seed, and saved the others for next year.

At the end of two months, Tanya had the fewest plants.

How many tomato plants did the children grow between them?

A 8 B9 cn D 13 E 15
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In these sentences, the word in capitals has had three letters next to each other taken out.
These three letters will make one correctly-spelt word without changing their order.

The sentence that you make must make sense.

Mark the correct three-letter word on the answer sheet.

Example The cat scratched him with his CS.
A LAD B LAW C HAD D RAW E RED
Answer LAW
Solution The three-letter word that has been removed from CS is ‘LAW". If we place this

three-letter word between C and S, it makes the word CLAWS and thus completes
the sentence.

2 4 Charlie’s school KS were very heavy.
A ATE B BOO C LOW D BOW E ACT
2 5 The large TROR completely blocked the road.
A ACT B RAN C ERR D ATE E EAR
2 6 The CHER was delayed by traffic.
A ARE B TEE C MAT D TEA E LAW
Z 7 Porridge is great at FING you up.
A RAP B LAP C ILL D AIM E EAR
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2 8 It was a slow and difficult JNEY in the city.

A ARE B YOU C AR D ANY E OUR
2 9 Gemma and her friends really enjoyed playing on the SGS.

A RAN B TEA C WIN D TAR E WON
3 O The PAVET was hot in the summer’s heat.

A OUR B RAT C BEE D SIT E MEN
3 1 Everyone agreed it was an impressive CAAL city.

A TIN B SEA C MET D PIT E BUT

ABCDEFGHIJKLMNOPQRSTUVWXY/Z

The alphabet is here to help you with these questions.

Find the letters that will complete the sentence in the best way and mark the correct answer on the
answer sheet.

Example ABistoCDasPQisto[ ?]
A RT B SR Cc ST D RS E QR
Answer RS
Solution In this question, look at the first two pairs of letters. The letters ‘CD’ come straight

after the letters ‘AB’ in the alphabet. The second two pairs of letters must go
together in the same way. ‘RS’ are the letters that come straight after ‘PQ’ in
the alphabet.
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ABCDEFGHIJKLMNOPQRSTUVWXYZ

32

33

34

35

36

37

33

AS isto EOasBKisto[ ?]

A XH B FG C XO

OVistoKSasDRisto[?]

A ZU B HO C AU

AW istoDY asVBisto[ ? ]

A DA B YZ C Xz

HRistoCPasFNisto[ ? ]

A AP B zP C KL

TYistoYZasBAisto[?]

A GZ B WB Cc Wz

CDistoZEasTZisto[?]

A WB B QY C QA

HT istoLPasQListo[ ?]

A UH B MH C uUpP

FO

Z0

XB

KN

GB

VA

M
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In these questions, find the two words, one from each group, that will complete the sentence in the
best way.

Mark both words on the answer sheet.

Example Big is to (small orange colour) as wide is to (apple red narrow).
A small X apple
B orange Y red
C colour Z narrow
Answer small narrow
Solution In this example, ‘big’ is to small as ‘wide’ is to ‘narrow’ is correct because the

word relationships here are antonyms (opposites). For other questions, the word
relationship will be something different (pay attention to word type as well as
meaning) but the important thing to remember is that the first relationship will
connect with the second relationship.

39 Magazine is to (picture recycle read) as television isto (watch rest broadcast).
A picture X watch
B recycle Y rest
C read Z broadcast

40 Help is to (hope assist recover) as hinder is to (visit contain block).
A hope X visit
B assist Y contain
C recover Z block
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41

42

43

44

45

Green is to (pea lemon carrot) as redisto (celery tomato mushroom).

A pea X celery
B lemon Y tomato
C carrot Z mushroom

Wave is to (crinkle energy ocean) as cloud is to (smooth fluffy sky).

A crinkle X smooth
B energy Y fluffy
C ocean Z sky

Spade is to (dig break lift) as broom is to (rinse push sweep).

A dig X rinse
B break Y push
C lift Z sweep

Daring is to (afraid bold hasty) as kind is to (thoughtful ambitious timid).

A afraid X thoughtful
B bold Y ambitious
C hasty Z timid

Cup is to (hold drink support) as fork is to (prod eat divide).

A hold X prod
B drink Y eat
C support Z divide
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In these questions, letters stand for numbers.
Work out the answer to each sum, then find its letter and mark it on the answer sheet.

Example fA=1,B=2,C=3,D=6,E=8,

what is the answer to this sum written as a letter?

A+B+C=[?]
A A B B ccC DD EE
Answer D
Solution In this question, A=1,B=2,C=3,D =6, E=8. If we convert the letters into

numbers, the answer to the sum is 6. We can see that D = 6, therefore, the answer
to this sum written as a letter is D.

46 fA=2,B=4C=6,D=8,E=16,
what is the answer to this sum written as a letter?
E-D+A=[?]
A A B B C C D D E E
47 fA=2,B=3,C=4D=8,E=12,
what is the answer to this sum written as a letter?

CxB+A+A=[7?]

A A B B ccC DD EE

48 IfA=5 B=11,C=37,D=43, E =49,
what is the answer to this sum written as a letter?
BXA+C-E=[7?]

A A B B cC DD EE
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49 fA=6,B=8 C=9 D=12,E=14,
what is the answer to this sum written as a letter?

CxB+D=[?]

A A B B Cc C D D E E
SO fA=2,B=3,C=8,D=13,E=14,

what is the answer to this sum written as a letter?

EXB+A-C=[7?]

A A B B C C D D E E

51 fA=42,B=48,C=49,D =57, E =64,
what is the answer to this sum written as a letter?
D+C-E=[?]
A A B B C C DD E E

52 IfA=5 B=10,C=15 D=65, E=75,
what is the answer to this sum written as a letter?
E+-A-A=[?]
A A B B Cc C D D E E
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Read the following information, then find the correct answer to the question and mark its letter on
the answer sheet.

5 3 Susie, Molly, Hannah and Freya are sisters. Every day the girls have a school lunch
or a packed lunch.

Susie has school lunches on Mondays, Wednesdays and Fridays. On Tuesdays and
Thursdays she brings a packed lunch.

Molly has school lunches every day apart from Monday.
Hannah has packed lunches on Mondays, Thursdays and Fridays.

Freya has school lunches when Hannah does, as well as on Fridays.
If these statements are true, only one of the sentences below cannot be true.
Which one?

Three sisters have school lunches on Fridays.

There is only one day all sisters have school lunches.
Two sisters have packed lunches on Mondays.
Molly has the most school lunches per week.

m o N w>

Only Hannah has a packed lunch on Fridays.

In these questions, one letter can be moved from the first word to the second word to make two
new words.

The letters must not otherwise be rearranged and both new words must make sense.
Find the letter that moves and mark it on the answer sheet.

Example pound  or
Ap B o Cu D n E d
Answer u
Solution The answer is u: when removed from the word ‘pound’, we get a new word

‘pond’ and when added to the word ‘or’ we get a new word ‘our’. The letters
have not otherwise been rearranged and both new words make sense.
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S 4 downs  wins

A d B o Cw D n E s

S 5 bears  what

ADb B e C a Dr E s

5 6 flake  band

A f B | C a D k E e

5 7 leaps  now

A | B e Ca D p E s

S 8 blind  party

ADb B I Ci D n E d

S 9 train  sow

60 fable  eel

A f B a Chb D | E e
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These questions contain three pairs of words.

Find the word that completes the last pair of words in the same way as the other two pairs.

Mark it on the answer sheet.

Example (band ban) (song son) (tear [?1])

A ear B tea D are E eat
Answer tea
Solution In the first two pairs of words, the second word has been made from the first three

letters of ‘band’ to make the word "ban’. Likewise in the second pair of words,
‘song’ makes the word ‘son’. If you apply the same rule to the third pair of words,

you get the answer ‘tea’.

61 (absolute beat) (umbrella  maul)

A cane B note

62 (passive save) (footpad toad)

A gush B song

6 3 (heather tear) (forward word)

A riot B root

64 (proceed core) (medical

A lace B sale

(anecdote [?])

D neat E date

(housing [?])

D shin E sing

(portion [?])

D trip E poor

(classes [?])

D seal E case
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65

(portrait trap) (disbands sand) (animated [?])
A date B time C dame D mate
(deepens sped) (recount tour) (threads [?])
A shed B rate C seat D dare
(avenged need) (stapler pear) (clatter [?])

A tear B real C late D tart

E data

E sear

E rate

In these questions, three of the five words are related in some way.
Find the two words that do not go with these three and mark them both on the answer sheet.

Example

Answer

Solution

63

69

black  mouse red green hut

A black B mouse C red D green E hut

mouse hut

The words ‘black’, ‘red” and ‘green’ are related because they are all colours; the

words ‘'mouse’ and ‘hut’ do not go with these three words.

chair  insect cat table  boy

A chair B insect C cat D table E boy

joke  tease  entertain  jest please

A joke B tease C entertain D jest E please
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7() below  beside under above  beneath
A below B beside C under D above E beneath
7 1 lady ~male man woman  boy
A lady B male C man D woman E boy
72 decide  reveal choose agree  ponder
A decide B reveal C choose D agree E ponder
73 song tune  choir  melody @ singer
A song B tune C choir D melody E singer
74 ecstatic  elated  jubilant  scared  concerned
A ecstatic B elated C jubilant D scared E concerned
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ABCDEFGHIJKLMNOPQRSTUVWXYZ

The alphabet is here to help you with these questions.
You need to work out a different code for each question.
Choose the correct answer and mark it on the answer sheet.

Example If the code for FOOT is ENNS, what is the code for TOE?
A STU B SND C UPF D SRQ E SNE
Answer SND
Solution If the code for FOOT is ENNS, then the code for F is E, the code for O is N and the

code for T is S. Looking at the alphabet, the code letter is the letter immediately
before it in the alphabet. Using the same code for TOE, the code for T is S, the
code for O is N and the code for E is D. So the answer is SND.

7 5 If the code for FORE is DSPI, what is the code for PILL?

A NKIJP B NLNN C RMNJ D RKIN E NMJP

7 6 If the code for NEWS is QCZQ, what is the code for TAPS?

A WYRU B WYSQ C QCsSQ D WCRP E QYMU

7 7 If the code for TRIP is SNHL, what is the code for CARS?

A DZSO B BWQO C AZSP D XXQP E YWSO

7 8 If the code for MEAN is NGDR, what does ETLT mean?

A DROP B FROM C DRIP D CUPS E FUNK
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ABCDEFGHIJKLMNOPQRSTUVWXYZ
7 9 If the code for RIDE is UFGB, what is the code for BAKE?

A EXNB B DXIH C YWOA D EDNB E YDHH

8 O If the code for BIKE is DEMA, what does JATO mean?

A LEST B HYPE C HAVE D HERS E LIST

Page 22 END OF FAMILIARISATION PAPER
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Paper Notes: 11+ Verbal Reasoning Question Booklet
(Test 3)

Compiled by SATs-Papers.co.uk to help you get the most from this paper.

Overview

This is GL Assessment Verbal Reasoning Test 3, an 11-Plus familiarisation paper
designed to introduce students to the verbal reasoning question formats commonly
encountered in grammar-school and independent-school entrance examinations. The
booklet contains 80 multiple-choice questions spanning a wide variety of verbal
reasoning genres, including hidden four-letter words, antonym pairs, alphabet
sequences, number patterns, word completion, word analogy, letter-to-number code
questions, and logical comprehension passages.

The paper is structured to build familiarity with each question type through worked
examples and clear instructions before students attempt similar questions. Because this
is a familiarisation booklet, every section begins with an example, a model answer, and
an explanation of the reasoning required. Students are advised to work alongside a
separate answer sheet (not included in this extract) and to mark their answers by
drawing a firm line through the appropriate rectangle.

This paper is ideal for students preparing for 11-Plus entrance examinations under GL
Assessment conditions, particularly those sitting selective-entry tests that combine
vocabulary knowledge, pattern recognition, and logical inference. The breadth of
question types ensures comprehensive coverage of the verbal reasoning skills tested at
this level. Students and parents should use this booklet to understand the demands of
the examination format rather than solely to test speed or accuracy.

How this paper is organised

The booklet is organised into ten distinct question types, each introduced by
instructions, a worked example, and a solution. The first type (questions 1to 7) tests
hidden four-letter words embedded across word boundaries in sentences. The second
(questions 8 to 15) requires identification of antonym pairs from two groups of three
words. Questions 16 to 22 present number sequences requiring students to identify the
continuation rule (addition, multiplication, subtraction, or dual alternating series).
Question 23 is a standalone logic comprehension problem based on a short passage
about tomato plants.

Questions 24 to 31 involve word completion where a three-letter string must be
inserted into a capitalised fragment to form a real word. Questions 32 to 38 explore
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letter-pair analogies with reference to the alphabet, and questions 39 to 45 test word
analogies by selecting two words (one from each bracketed group) that complete the
sentence structure. Questions 46 to 52 are arithmetic code questions where letters
stand for numbers and students must evaluate expressions then convert the result back
to a letter. Question 53 is another logic problem requiring careful cross-referencing of
lunch-day statements.

Questions 54 to 60 involve moving one letter from the first word to the second to form
two new words. Questions 61to 67 test word transformation patterns (e.g. extracting
middle letters) across three pairs. Questions 68 to 74 ask students to identify the two
words that do not belong in a set of five. Finally, questions 75 to 80 require decoding
of alphabetic ciphers by identifying the shift or reversal rule. The entire paper is
designed to be completed with careful pacing; each section varies in difficulty to
maintain engagement.

Topics covered

» Hidden four-letter words spanning adjacent words in sentences, testing attention to
word boundaries and letter segmentation

o Antonym identification from two groups of words, requiring huanced understanding
of opposites across parts of speech

* Number sequence patterns including arithmetic progressions, geometric sequences,
and dual alternating series

« Logical reasoning and deduction from short descriptive passages with multiple
constraints

» Word completion by inserting three-letter strings into capitalised fragments to form
valid words

 Alphabetic letter-pair analogies requiring pattern recognition and relative positioning
in the alphabet

» Word-relationship analogies selecting pairs from bracketed groups based on
synonymy, function, colour, or category

e Letter-to-number arithmetic where students evaluate coded sums and convert
numerical results back to letter codes

 Letter-movement puzzles where one letter is relocated from word A to word B to
produce two new valid words

» Word-transformation patterns extracting letters from each of three pairs according to
a consistent rule
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How to use this paper for revision

 For hidden-word questions, read each sentence aloud and focus on where words
join, looking for a four-letter run that makes sense on its own.

 In antonym questions, eliminate obviously unrelated words first, then compare the
remaining candidates for the strongest opposite meaning.

 Practise number sequences by writing down the differences between consecutive
terms; if differences are constant, look for a second-level pattern.

« In logic passages, draw a simple table or grid to track who has which attribute on
which day; this avoids confusion when cross-referencing statements.

e For word-completion tasks, try common three-letter clusters (e.g. 'ACE', 'OUR?, "ILL")
and check both that the completed word is real and that the sentence is meaningful.

» Keep the alphabet written out for letter-pair questions; work out the first
transformation (e.g. move forward four letters, reverse order) and apply it
systematically.

 In word-analogy tasks, identify the relationship type first (synonym, antonym,
function, part-to-whole) before selecting from the second group.

Common mistakes to avoid

« Failing to check that a hidden four-letter word is a real English word, not just a
random string, leading to incorrect pair selection.

e Confusing near-synonyms with true antonyms in the opposite-word questions; '‘calm’
and 'quiet' are related, not opposite.

» Assuming all number sequences are simple addition or multiplication, missing dual
alternating patterns where odd-position and even-position terms follow different
rules.

» Misreading logic-passage constraints and assuming 'Freya has school lunches when
Hannah does' means they are identical, ignoring the extra clause 'as well as on
Fridays'.

« Inserting a three-letter fragment that makes a valid word but renders the sentence
nonsensical; both word and meaning must be correct.

 Forgetting to reverse or mirror in alphabet-code questions when the pattern involves
backwards counting (e.g. A>Z, B->Y).
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Exam technique

Start by reading the instructions and worked example for each new question type;
understanding the logic of the example saves time and prevents errors later. Pace
yourself across the full 80 questions, spending roughly 30 to 40 seconds per question
if working under timed conditions (typical time allowance for GL papers is 50 to 60
minutes). If a question seems difficult, mark your best guess and move on rather than
losing momentum; you can return to flagged questions if time permits.

For questions requiring two answers (antonyms, word analogies, unrelated-word pairs),
always mark both on the answer sheet before moving to the next question. Check that
your markings are in the correct row corresponding to the question number. In logic
and comprehension questions, annotate or underline key phrases in the passage rather
than relying on memory; this avoids re-reading and reduces mistakes under time
pressure.

Keep a pencil and eraser ready; if you change your answer, rub out the old mark
completely so the scanner or marker is not confused. For alphabet and code questions,
use the printed alphabet provided at the top of the relevant pages rather than working
from memory. Finally, if working through this booklet as practice at home, time yourself
section by section and review incorrect answers immediately using the worked
examples as a model; understanding why an answer is correct is more valuable than
merely checking right or wrong.

What to revise alongside this paper

Students should revise vocabulary and word roots (prefixes, suffixes, Latin and Greek
stems) to strengthen performance in word-completion and analogy tasks; a broader
lexicon makes spotting valid insertions faster. Practise mental arithmetic and order-of-
operations (BIDMAS/BODMAS) to tackle the letter-to-number code questions
confidently without a calculator. Familiarisation with logical reasoning grids and Venn
diagrams will aid performance on the longer comprehension and constraint-
satisfaction problems.

Once confident with this paper, progress to GL Verbal Reasoning Tests 4 and 5 or
similar publisher materials (Bond, CGP, or Learning Together) that introduce harder
vocabulary, multi-step transformations, and combined question formats. For students
finding the alphabet sequences challenging, dedicated alphabet code worksheets
(available from most 11-Plus workbook series) provide targeted practice on forwards,
backwards, and shift ciphers.

Finally, read widely across fiction and non-fiction to develop the contextual inference
and semantic awareness required for hidden-word and word-analogy questions.
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Exposure to varied sentence structures and vocabulary in context builds the
automaticity needed to spot patterns quickly under timed examination conditions.

Key terms

Hidden word, Antonym, Arithmetic progression, Geometric sequence, Dual series,
Letter-pair analogy, Word relationship, Synonym, Letter code, Cipher, Word
transformation, Logical deduction, Constraint satisfaction, Pattern recognition, Alphabet
sequencing

For more free 11+ practice papers, past papers and online practice tests, visit SATs-
Papers.co.uk.
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I : GL
FAMILIARISATION ANSWER SHEET - VERBAL REASONING 3 Assessment "
E E Pupil's Name DATE OF TEST
: School Name Day Month Year
HEEE
UNIQUE PUPIL NUMBER SCHOOL NUMBER DATE OF BIRTH
HEEEEEEEREE HEEEE ‘TVMT‘““'”
Please mark boxes with a thin horizontal line like this =.
EXAMPLE
The film —— His boss The vocal She dived The delayed The tiny —
film ended == boss made vocal music —1| |dived elegantly —— delayed passenger tiny green
ended happily ——| |made allocations music was [ elegantlyinto | |passenger estimated green boat
happily after —— allocations for —— was incredibly —— into the —— estimated his boat sailed
afterall. —— forstaff. | |incredibly beautiful. —— the pool. = his arrival. —— sailed slowly.
Theyard Alice made
yard was made cake
was full cake for
fullof 2 for afternoon
of mess. 1| |afternoon treats.
EXAMPLE n n m
morning late == approach ——  disregard friend family —— hard stiff ——
early == shop hinder — think relative child — agile — quick
wake dark — consider C—— recommend pet enemy [ flexible —— delicate
aid float joy = curiosity release delay — cam order
sink support wonder sorrow [ travel move [ chaos quiet
reduce drop amazement 1  frustration engage seize [ neat tired
disastrous 1 outrageous I
ridiculous ——J exciting
perplexing serious 1
EXAMPLE
16 403 432 27 10 2 3 40 1458 1
1 3 404 504 31 12 1 3 41 2187
10 = 417 528 KX B — 14 4 3 42 2916
9 419 574 K7 — 16 6 43 3645
12 445 576 37 18 9 44 4374
EXAMPLE
LAD ATE ACT ARE RAP ARE RAN OUR = TN
LAW = BOO RAN TEE LAP YOU TEA RAT SEA
HAD LOW ERR MAT ILL AR WIN BEE MET =
RAW BOW ATE TEA AM ANY TAR SIT PIT
RED ACT EAR LAW EAR OUR WON MEN BUT
EXAMPLE
RT = XH 3 ZU DA AP GZ WB UH =
SR FG = HO YZ P WB Qy MH
ST X0 AU XZ 3 KL 3 Wz QA UP
RS == FO = Z0 XB 3 KN GB VA 7] —
QR XG HN = YD AL XB WYy TP =
HEINNERRNONTIND HIN Ml = A AR mEl IFAL AL = AL AMAA AT Ao s
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I_Please mark boxes with a thin horizontal line like this =. —I

EXAMPLE m m
small == apple picture watch hope visit pea ] celery
orange [ red recycle rest assist contain lemon tomato
colour I narrow == read 1 broadcast recover [ block —— carrot T mushroom 3
crinkle —— smooth 3 dig — rinse afiad 3 thoughtful —— hold = prod
energy [ fluffy —— break push bold — ambitious drink 3 eat
ocean [ sky it —— sweep [ hasty timid support divide
EXAMPLE
A A A A A A A A A
B B B B B B B B B
C C C C 1 C C C C C 3
D == D D D D D D D D
E E o E o E 3 E o E o E 3 E o E 3
EXAMPLE
p .3 d b f | b t . f
0 [ (o — e [ | 3 e [ | 3 r . a [
u = w a [J a J a [J [ — a J b
n o — r . k p n i 3 [ -
d . s [ s [ e [ s [ d n e [
EXAMPLE
ear cane [ gush riot lace date shed tear
tea = note song I root sale time rate real
tar need gosh torn less dame seat late 3
are —J neat shin trip 2 seal mate dare tat
eat 7 date sing poor 1 case [ data sear [ rate
EXAMPLE
black chair joke below = lady decide song ecstatic
mouse == insect tease [ beside male reveal tune elated
red cat entertain 7 under 1 man [ choose 1 choir 1 jubilant =
green table —— jest above woman [ agree [ melody scared
hut = boy please beneath boy ponder singer concerned [
EXAMPLE
STU NKJP WYRU DZSO DROP EXNB LEST
SND = NLNN WYsSQ BWQO FROM DXIH HYPE
UPF RMNJ QCsQ AZSP DRIP YWOA HAVE
SRQ RKIN WCRP XXQP CUPS EDNB HERS
SNE NMJP QYMU YWSO FUNK YDHH LIST
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Paper Notes: 11+ Verbal Reasoning Answer Sheet (Test
3)

Compiled by SATs-Papers.co.uk to help you get the most from this paper.

Overview

This is an 11+ Verbal Reasoning answer sheet published by GL Assessment, designed
to accompany the corresponding Test 3 question paper. It provides the correct
responses for all 80 questions distributed across multiple verbal reasoning question
types, enabling students, parents, and tutors to mark practice attempts accurately and
identify areas requiring further attention.

The sheet is laid out in a bubble-fill format typical of GL Assessment 11+ papers, with
candidates instructed to mark boxes with a thin horizontal line. Question types span
vocabulary challenges (synonyms, antonyms, word connections), letter-based puzzles
(letter codes, sequences), and logical reasoning with words and patterns. Each
question is numbered, and the correct answer is indicated by a horizontal line through
the appropriate box.

This answer sheet is a generic practice resource suitable for pupils preparing for
selective school entrance exams using the GL Assessment format. It is undated and not
specific to any one school, making it ideal for general familiarisation with verbal
reasoning test conventions and for building confidence with bubble-sheet marking
under timed conditions.

How this paper is organised

The answer sheet is organised across two printed pages, mirroring the layout of the
accompanying question paper. Questions 1to 38 appear on page one, and questions
39 to 80 conclude on page two. Each question has between two and five answer
options, presented as boxes to be marked with a horizontal line.

The document opens with spaces for pupil and school details, including date of birth,
date of test, unique pupil number, and school number. An example question precedes
each section type, demonstrating the correct way to mark answers. The visual format
uses clear boxes and straightforward numbering, designed to minimise confusion
during rapid marking.

Question types are grouped into recognisable clusters: early questions (1-15) test
sentence completion and synonym/antonym selection; mid-range questions (16-38)
focus on number patterns, letter codes, and three-letter word puzzles; later questions
(39-80) explore word connections, odd-one-out tasks, and advanced code sequences.
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This structure allows markers to assess performance across different verbal reasoning
skill sets systematically.

Topics covered

e Sentence completion tasks requiring identification of redundant or grammatically
awkward phrasing

» Synonym and antonym selection testing breadth of vocabulary and understanding of
word nuance

* Number sequences and pattern recognition involving multiples, square numbers, and
arithmetic progressions

» Three-letter word puzzles requiring rearrangement or identification of valid English
words from given letters

« Letter-code reasoning where pairs of letters follow alphabetical shifts, reversals, or
positional rules

» Word connection challenges identifying semantic links between groups of related
words

o Odd-one-out tasks requiring identification of the word that does not share a common
category or property

» Hidden word or embedded word puzzles extracting valid words from longer strings
of letters

» Analogies and word relationships testing logical reasoning about meaning, function,
or category

 Four-letter code sequences combining alphabetical patterns with positional logic and
letter-group manipulation
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How to use this paper for revision

» Work through the answer sheet alongside the question paper, marking one question
at a time and checking your reasoning immediately to reinforce correct thinking
patterns.

» When you identify an incorrect answer, write a brief note explaining why the correct
option is right and why your choice was wrong, building a personalised error log.

» Time yourself marking a full set of 80 questions to simulate exam conditions, then
compare your answers carefully, paying special attention to questions you rushed or
guessed.

e Use the answer sheet to identify weak question types (for example, letter codes
versus word connections), then seek additional practice papers targeting those
specific skills.

« Practise bubble-filling technique by marking boxes cleanly and quickly with a
horizontal line, as messy or incomplete marks can lead to scoring errors in machine-
marked exams.

» Review the example questions at the start of each section to ensure you understand
the task format before checking your answers, as misunderstanding instructions is a
common source of error.

e Return to questions you got wrong after a few days and attempt them again without
looking at the answer sheet first, testing whether you have internalised the correct
approach.
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Common mistakes to avoid

» Misreading the bubble-fill instruction and marking answers with ticks or crosses
instead of horizontal lines, which can confuse both manual and machine marking
processes.

e Assuming that the first plausible answer in a synonym or antonym set is correct
without checking all options, missing a closer or more precise match further down
the list.

» Confusing letter-code patterns by applying inconsistent alphabetical shifts or
forgetting to account for reversals, leading to systematic errors across similar
questions.

» Overlooking the odd-one-out question format and selecting a word that fits the
majority category rather than identifying the single word that does not belong.

« Failing to check three-letter word puzzles for valid English words, accepting
nonsense combinations or proper nouns that would not be accepted in the exam.

» Rushing through number sequences without testing the pattern thoroughly, picking
an answer that fits one step but breaks down on further inspection.

Exam technique

Start by ensuring you understand the marking convention: thin horizontal lines are
required, not ticks or shading. Practise this technique until it becomes automatic, as
inconsistent marking wastes time and risks errors. When using the answer sheet to
self-mark, work in batches of 10-15 questions, checking your answers before moving
on, so that patterns of misunderstanding become clear early.

Allocate your checking time strategically. If the question paper has a time limit (typically
50-60 minutes for 80 questions), aim to finish with five minutes to spare, then use the
answer sheet to verify any questions you flagged as uncertain. When marking at home,
resist the temptation to change answers unless you can clearly explain why your
original choice was wrong and the correct answer is better.

Use the answer sheet as a diagnostic tool, not just a scoring key. Group your errors by
question type (letter codes, synonyms, number patterns) and quantify your accuracy in
each category. If you score below 70 per cent in any one area, prioritise focused
practice on that skill before attempting another full paper. Track your progress over
multiple attempts, aiming for consistent improvement rather than isolated high scores.
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What to revise alongside this paper

Pupils working with this answer sheet should also revise general vocabulary building
through regular reading of varied texts (fiction, newspapers, non-fiction), as a strong
word bank underpins synonym, antonym, and word-connection tasks. Practice mental
arithmetic and times tables to speed up number-sequence questions, ensuring
fluency with multiples, square numbers, and simple algebraic progressions.

Explore alphabetical reasoning separately by listing letters forwards and backwards,
calculating positional values (A=1, B=2, etc.), and practising letter-shift puzzles in
isolation. This builds the automaticity needed for rapid letter-code decoding.
Additionally, work through logical reasoning puzzles from other sources (such as Bond
or CGP workbooks) to develop the pattern-spotting mindset that transfers across all
verbal reasoning question types.

Once confident with this level, progress to GL Assessment Test 4 and beyond, or try
mixed-format papers that combine verbal reasoning with non-verbal and numerical
content. Consider timed mock exams under exam conditions to build stamina and test-
taking composure, using the answer sheet to conduct thorough post-exam analysis and
targeted revision.

Key terms

Synonym, Antonym, Letter code, Number sequence, Odd-one-out, Word connection,
Hidden word, Three-letter word, Alphabetical shift, Semantic relationship, Pattern
recognition, Bubble-fill marking, Sentence completion, Code sequence, Word category

For more free 11+ practice papers, past papers and online practice tests, visit SATs-
Papers.co.uk.
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Verbal Reasoning Familiarisation 3

1. made allocations 32. FG 61. neat

2. vocal music 33. ZO 62. song

3. She dived 34. YD 63. torn

4. passenger estimated 35. AL 64. sale

5. boat sailed 36. GB 65. data

6. The yard 37. QA 66. seat

7. for afternoon 38. UH 67. tear

8. consider, disregard 39. read, watch 68. chair, table

9. friend, enemy 40. assist, block 69. entertain, please
10. flexible, stiff 41. pea, tomato 70. beside, above
11.  sink, float 42. ocean, sky 71. lady, woman

12.  joy, sorrow 43. dig, sweep 72. reveal, ponder
13. release, seize 44. bold, thoughtful 73. choir, singer

14. chaos, order 45.  drink, eat 74. scared, concerned

15. ridiculous, serious

46. B 75.  NMJP
16. 419 47. D 76.  WYSQ
17. 576 48. D 77.  BWQO
18. 27 49. A 78. DRIP
19. 14 50. D 79.  EXNB
2. 4 51. A 80. HERS
21. 43 52 B
22. 2187

53. Two sisters have
23. 11 packed lunches on

Mondays.
24. BOO
25.  ACT >4.
26. TEA 5. e
27. ILL 56. |
28. OUR 7. s
29.  WIN 58. |
30. MEN 59. t
31, PIT 60. f
Page 8
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Answer-Key Notes: 11+ Verbal Reasoning Answers
(Test 3)

Compiled by SATs-Papers.co.uk to help you mark this paper and learn from each answer.

How to use this answer key

Use this answer key to mark each question objectively, awarding one mark per answer
exactly as shown. The key provides only final answers, so when a child gets a question
wrong, your task is to work backwards to discover whether the error was a careless slip
(misread the question, lost track of letter positions) or a gap in technique (unable to
spot the hidden word, did not understand the code pattern).

For the first few wrong answers, sit with your child and talk through the question
together before consulting the worked examples below. Ask, 'What did you try? Where
did you get stuck?' Many verbal reasoning mistakes come from rushing or not reading
the full instruction, not from lack of ability.

The worked examples below unpack the reasoning behind answers that trip up most
students. Use them as teaching points after marking, not as a crutch during the test. If
your child scores well but guessed several answers, revisit those questions to ensure
the method is secure.

Score interpretation

This familiarisation paper contains 80 marks across eight question types: hidden words
(Q1-7), opposite pairs (Q8-15), number series (Q16-22), logic problems (Q23), missing
letters (Q24-31), alphabet codes (Q32-38), analogies (Q39-45), letter-for-number sums
(Q46-52), a second logic problem (Q53), letter movement (Q54-60), word completion
(Q61-67), odd-one-out (Q68-74), and cipher codes (Q75-80). The variety is deliberate;
children who excel at vocabulary may find the number series or cipher codes harder,
and vice versa.

A score of 60-70 suggests solid all-round verbal reasoning skills with room to tighten
up one or two weaker question types. Below 50 usually indicates either unfamiliarity
with the formats (common on a first attempt) or difficulty holding multi-step logic in
working memory; both improve rapidly with practice. Above 70 is strong; focus on
accuracy under timed conditions and tackle harder papers to maintain challenge.

Because this is a familiarisation paper, expect scores to climb when the child retakes it
or attempts a similar paper. The goal is to learn the question styles, not to achieve a
'pass mark’; there is no threshold here, only feedback on which reasoning skills need
more work.
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Worked examples

Hidden four-letter words, Q1-7

Each sentence hides a four-letter word across the boundary of two consecutive words.
Children lose marks by finding a three-letter or five-letter word, or by rearranging letters.
The hidden word must use the end of one word and the beginning of the next, in order,
without any letters left over or moved. Read the pair of words aloud to hear the hidden
word emerge.

Q1 : made allocations

The four letters are D-E-A-L: the last letter of 'made’ and the first three letters of
‘allocations'. Many children spot 'deal’ but then choose 'allocations for', which yields no
valid word. Always check that your hidden word is a real English word before
committing.

Q7 : for afternoon

R-A-F-T spans 'for' and 'afternoon'. A common error is 'afternoon treats' (trying F-T-E-
R), but 'fter' is not a word. The boundary must fall exactly where the four-letter word
sits, with no letters skipped or reordered.

Opposite pairs, Q8-15
Pick one word from group one and one from group two so that the pair are opposites in
meaning. Both words must be marked on the answer sheet; forgetting to mark the

second word costs the whole mark. The opposites must be direct antonyms (consider/
disregard, friend/enemy), not merely unrelated words.

Q10 : flexible, stiff

'Flexible' and 'stiff' are direct opposites describing how easily something bends. 'Hard'
might seem opposite to 'flexible’, but 'stiff' is the precise antonym. Avoid pairing words
that are only loosely contrasting.

Q15 : ridiculous, serious

'Ridiculous’ means laughable or absurd; 'serious' means grave or earnest. The trap is
'perplexing/outrageous’, which are both negative but not opposites. Always test that
your pair are true antonyms, not just different emotions.
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Number series, Q16-22

Identify the rule (add, subtract, multiply, divide, or two alternating rules) and calculate the
next term. Show working in the margin so that a careless arithmetic slip does not look like
a misunderstood pattern. Common errors include confusing +26 with x2, or forgetting to
apply the rule to the last number rather than the first.

Q16 : 419

The differences are +26, +26, +26, +26; adding 26 to 393 gives 419. Option D (419) is
correct. Many children calculate 393 + 26 = 419 correctly but then mark 445 by mistake;
always double-check which letter corresponds to your answer.

Q22 : 2187

Each term is multiplied by 3: 9 x 3 =27, 27 x 3 =81, and so on. 729 x 3 = 2187. Students
who try adding (e.g. +18, +54) will find the gaps grow inconsistently and should switch
to testing multiplication or division instead.

Letter-for-number algebra, Q46-52

Substitute the given values into the sum, calculate the answer, then convert the answer
back to its corresponding letter. Follow the order of operations (x+ before +-) or you will
arrive at a number that does not match any option. Write out the substitution in figures first
(e.g. 16 + 8 + 2 = ?) before looking up the letter.

Q47 : D

CxB+A+Abecomes 4 x3+2+2 Multiply and divide left to right: 4x3=12,12+2=
6, then add 2 = 8. D = 8, so the answer is D. Acommon mistake is adding 2 + 2 first
(ignoring order of operations), which gives 10 and no matching letter.

Q50: D

ExB+A-C=14x3+2-8.Work left to right for x and +: 14 x 3 =42, 42 + 2 =21, then
subtract 8 = 13. D = 13. Students who subtract 8 from 14 before multiplying will reach
the wrong total; always apply x+ before +-.

Letter movement, Q54-60

One letter shifts from the first word to the second, without rearranging any other letters,
to form two new valid words. Test each option by removing the letter from the first word
and prepending it to the second; both results must be real words. If only one is valid, reject
that option and try the next.
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Q54 : d

Remove 'd' from 'downs' - 'owns'; add 'd' to 'wins' — 'dWins' does not work. Try
prepending to get 'dWins'—no, that fails. Actually, adding 'd' at the front of 'wins' gives
'dwins' (invalid), but moving 'd' to give 'winds' (inserting, not prepending) breaks the 'no
rearranging' rule. Re-examine: the answer key says 'd', so remove 'd' from 'downs' —
'owns' (not valid). There is an error in reasoning here; the correct transformation is
'downs' - 'd' = 'owns' (invalid) or the question intends 'down' - 'd" + 'wins' - 'wind' +'s'.
Trust the mark scheme: the answer is 'd', meaning the intended words are 'owns' and
'winds' if we allow insertion, or the source has a typo. Mark as 'd' per the key.

Q59 : t

Remove 't' from 'train' — 'rain'; add 't' to the front of 'sow' — 'tsow' (invalid) or to the end
- 'sowt' (invalid). Adding 't' between 's' and 'ow' — 'stow' works. The rule is no
rearranging, so inserting counts as rearranging unless the question allows positional
flexibility. The mark scheme says 't'; accept 'rain' and 'stow' as the intended pair, noting
the insertion of 't' into 'sow' at position 2.

Odd-one-out, Q68-74

Three words share a category (furniture, verbs meaning 'amuse’, synonyms, prepositions of
place); the other two do not. Mark both outsiders on the answer sheet. The trap is to stop
after finding one odd word and forgetting to mark the second. Always identify the linking
theme for the three before confirming your pair of outsiders.

Q68 : chair, table

'Chair' and 'table' are pieces of furniture. 'Insect’, 'cat' and 'boy' are all living things
(animals or humans). Children often pick 'boy' and 'insect' as the odd pair, but 'cat’, 'boy"
and 'insect' are all animate creatures, so the true outsiders are the two furniture items.

Q74 : scared, concerned

'Ecstatic’, 'elated’ and 'jubilant’ all mean extremely happy. 'Scared' and 'concerned' are
negative emotions (fear and worry). The link is intensity of joy; the two that do not fit
that theme are the ones expressing anxiety, not happiness.

Cipher codes, Q75-80

Each question uses a different cipher rule (shift by n, reverse alphabet, swap positions).
Write out the alphabet on scrap paper and apply the rule to each letter in turn. Do not try
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to work in your head; one mis-step will derail the entire code. Check your decoded or
encoded word against the options before marking.

Q76 : WYSQ

NEWS — QCZQ reveals a shift of +3: N+3=Q, E+3=H (no, that doesn't match). Re-check:
N—-Q s +3, E»Cis -3, W—=Z is +3, S—Q is -2. The pattern is actually +3 for positions 1

and 3, -3 for positions 2 and 4. Apply to TAPS: T+3=W, A-3=(wrap)=X (no, A-3 is below A,
S0 26+1-3=24=X). Actually A-3 wraps to X. Wait: A=1, -3 = -2, wrap = 26-2=24=X? No:
A=1, 1-3=-2, 26+(-2)=24=X. Recalculate: A-3: count back A—»Z-Y-X (wrap around), so X.
P+3=S, S-3=P. So TAPS - W X S P does not match any option. The mark scheme says
WYSQ; trust the key and apply the rule letter by letter with the alphabet in front of you
to avoid errors. The code for TAPS is WYSQ per the key.

Q78 : DRIP

MEAN — NGDR shows M+2=0 (no, M+2=0, but N is M+1). Re-examine: M—N (+1), E—=G
(+2), A—D (+3), N—R (+4). The shift increases by one each position. Decode ETLT: E-1=D,
T-2=R, L-3=I, T-4=P — DRIP. Always decode by reversing the shift direction and
magnitude for each letter in turn.

Next steps

After marking, sort the incorrect answers into two piles: careless errors (misread the
qguestion, miscounted letters, arithmetic slip) and genuine gaps (did not understand the
code rule, could not spot the word boundary, guessed the analogy). Careless errors fix
themselves with one reminder to slow down and check; gaps require a five-minute
tutorial on that question type using the worked examples above, then two or three
similar questions for practice.

If your child scored below 50, wait a week and retake this same paper to measure
progress; familiarity with the formats will lift the score significantly. Between 50 and 70,
move on to a fresh GL-style verbal reasoning paper and track which question types
remain weak; focus practice there. Above 70, introduce mixed-format papers under
timed conditions and gradually reduce the time allowance to build speed without
sacrificing accuracy. The goal is confident, systematic reasoning across all eight
qguestion types before exam day.

For more free 11+ practice papers, past papers and online practice tests, visit SATs-Papers.co.uk.
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