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Instructions to Candidates: 
  
 

• Write your answers in the space provided in this booklet 

• The total mark of this paper is 50 

• Please answer all questions 

• Spend most of the time on Section A translation, but allow yourself 5 mins to 
complete the grammar questions in Section B. 
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Section A: 

Translate the following passage, writing your passage on alternate lines. You are 

advised to spend no more than 25mins on this section: 

 

Midas has been rewarded by Bacchus with a magic touch, but after a while realises that his 

special gift is not a good thing. 

Midas, tam felix erat ut donum temptare constitueret. omnia quae tetigerat in aurum 
vertebantur. ianuam manu aperuit: tota ianua aurea erat. nemo laetior erat quam Midas, 
tantum aurum spectans. 
 
paucis horis rex servis imperavit ut cenam pararent. servi ei aquam obtulerunt, ut manus 
lavaret: aqua aurea in terram cecidit. 
 
rex dixit se cibum consumere vinumque bibere velle, sed ubi poculum vini tenebat, non 
solum poculum, sed etiam vinum aureum erat. itaque rex bibere non poterat. deinde cibo a 
servo in os posito, consumere volebat. cibus autem, simulac dentes tetigit, in aurum 
vertebatur. 
 
quamquam difficile erat, quod calcei aurei erant, rex deo tandem appropinquavit. Bacchus, 
rege viso, iratus erat. tam miser erat Midas ut deus eum liberaret. 
 
Names 
Midas, Midae  m = Midas (king of Phrygia) 
Bacchus, Bacchi m = Bacchus (god of wine) 
 
Words 
tango, tangere, tetigi, tactus = I touch 
tempto, temptare, temptavi, temptatus = I try out, test 
aurum, auri n = gold 
verto, vertere, verti, versum = I turn 
manus – us (acc. pl manus) m = hand 
aureus, aurea, aureum = made of gold 
offero, offere, obtuli, oblatus = I offer 
poculum, poculi n = cup 
os, oris n = mouth 
dens, dentis m = tooth 
tango, tangere, tetigi, tactus = I touch 
aurum, auri n = gold 
calceus, calcei m = shoe 
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Please turn over for the grammar questions 
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Section B: 

 Answer the grammar questions below on the passage you have just translated. You 

should spend no more than 5 mins on this section: 

 

Midas has been rewarded by Bacchus with a magic touch, but after a while realises that his 

special gift is not a good thing. 

Midas, tam felix erat ut donum temptare constitueret. omnia quae tetigerat in aurum 
vertebantur. ianuam manu aperuit: tota ianua aurea erat. nemo laetior erat quam Midas, 
tantum aurum spectans. 
 
paucis horis rex servis imperavit ut cenam pararent. servi ei aquam obtulerunt, ut manus 
lavaret: aqua aurea in terram cecidit. 
 
rex dixit se cibum consumere vinumque bibere velle, sed ubi poculum vini tenebat, non 
solum poculum, sed etiam vinum aureum erat. itaque rex bibere non poterat. deinde cibo a 
servo in os posito, consumere volebat. cibus autem, simulac dentes tetigit, in aurum 
vertebatur. 
 
quamquam difficile erat, quod calcei aurei erant, rex deo tandem appropinquavit. Bacchus, 
rege viso, iratus erat. tam miser erat Midas ut deus eum liberaret. 
 
Names 
Midas, Midae (acc. Midan) m = Midas (king of Phrygia) 
Bacchus, Bacchi m = Bacchus (god of wine) 
 
Words 
tango, tangere, tetigi, tactus = I touch 
tempto, temptare, temptavi, temptatus = I try out, test 
aurum, auri n = gold 
verto, vertere, verti, versum = I turn 
manus – us (acc. pl manus) m = hand 
aureus, aurea, aureum = made of gold 
offero, offere, obtuli, oblatus = I offer 
poculum, poculi n = cup 
os, oris n = mouth 
dens, dentis m = tooth 
tango, tangere, tetigi, tactus = I touch 
aurum, auri n = gold 
calceus, calcei m = shoe 
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Explain why the following verbs are subjunctive:

i) constitueret  (line 1)      

………………………………………………………………………………………… 

……………………………………………………………………………………… [2] 

ii) pararent  (line 4) 

………………………………………………………………………………………… 

…………………………………………………………………………………….... [2]

1. State and explain the case of:

i) manibus   (line 5)    

........................................................................................................................... 

....................................................................................................................... [2]

ii) vini     (line 6)     

………………………………………………………………………………………… 

………………………………………………………………………………….......  [2]

iii) rege    (line 11)     

………………………………………………………………………………………… 

………………………………………………………………………………….......  [2]

Total for paper /50 
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