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Paper Notes: 11+ English Practice Paper (11+ English

Practice Paper)
Compiled by SATs-Papers.co.uk to help you get the most from this paper.

Overview

This is Highgate School's 11+ English Practice Paper 1, designed to prepare

candidates for the school's entrance examination at Year 7 entry. The paper assesses

two core English skills: reading comprehension paired with textual analysis, and

creative descriptive writing under timed conditions.

The comprehension section uses an extract from William Golding's Lord of the Flies,

focusing on Simon's solitary exploration of the jungle. Questions test vocabulary

retrieval, quotation selection, inference about character mood, and close analysis of

how the writer creates atmosphere through language choices. Candidates must

demonstrate understanding not only of what happens but of how Golding's word

choices and imagery build impressions of the setting.

The creative writing task requires students to produce a short descriptive passage set

in an unfamiliar city location, incorporating sensory detail and figurative language.

Marks are awarded separately for content (10 marks) and for spelling, punctuation and

grammar (5 marks), reflecting the dual emphasis on imaginative expression and

technical accuracy that characterises independent school English entrance

assessments.

How this paper is organised

The paper runs to 45 minutes and divides into two unequal sections. Questions 1 to 3

(comprehension and analysis) carry 15 marks in total and should take approximately 30

minutes, including time to read the passage carefully. Question 1 comprises simple

retrieval tasks worth 3 marks (a vocabulary definition and identifying two visual details).

Question 2 awards 4 marks for selecting and explaining a quotation that conveys

Simon's enchantment. Question 3, the most demanding, is worth 8 marks: candidates

identify two impressions from paragraphs 5 and 6, then analyse how one impression is

created, supporting their explanation with two quotations.

Question 4 (creative writing) allows 15 minutes and is marked out of 10 marks for

content and 5 marks for SPAG (spelling, punctuation and grammar). Students write a

descriptive piece about discovering a new place in a city. The paper provides lined

space equivalent to roughly one to one-and-a-half pages.
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The layout is clear and generous, with question prompts in bold and bullet-pointed

guidance to scaffold responses. Candidates write answers directly onto the paper.

Topics covered

Reading comprehension of mid-twentieth-century literary fiction (Golding's Lord of

the Flies) with focus on setting and atmosphere

Vocabulary in context, including identifying subject-specific terms such as 'canopy'

to describe forest structure

Quotation selection to support inferences about character mood and response to

environment

Close language analysis: examining connotations, imagery and word choice to

explain how writers create impressions

Understanding of figurative language, particularly simile and metaphor, both in

reading and in the creative task

Descriptive writing in the first person with a focus on place, mood and sensory detail

Application of spelling, punctuation and grammar conventions under exam

conditions

Time management across comprehension and creative writing within a single timed

session

How to use this paper for revision

Practise selecting short, focused quotations that directly answer the question rather

than copying out whole sentences unnecessarily.

Learn to explain how word choices work: what they connote, what associations they

trigger, and how these create a specific impression.

Revise literary terminology such as imagery, simile, metaphor, personification, and

be ready to spot and name these techniques in unseen texts.

Time yourself writing descriptions for exactly 12 minutes to simulate the pressure of

Question 4, leaving 3 minutes to proofread.

Read a range of classic and modern fiction extracts (particularly those set in vivid

natural or urban environments) to build familiarity with descriptive style.

Practise writing with all five senses: what you see, hear, smell, feel and taste, not just

visual description.

Proofread your creative writing systematically for one type of error at a time (first full

stops and capital letters, then apostrophes, then spellings).

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 
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• 
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Common mistakes to avoid

Choosing quotations that are too long or irrelevant; examiners want precise

evidence, not whole paragraphs copied out.

Identifying a technique (e.g. 'this is a simile') without explaining why the writer chose

it or what effect it achieves.

Writing impressions in Question 3(a) that are too vague ('it is nice' or 'it is scary')

rather than specific observations about light, atmosphere or the flowers.

Rushing the creative writing and neglecting to include figurative language or varied

sentence structures, which limits the mark for content.

Failing to leave time to proofread the descriptive writing, leading to easily avoidable

SPAG errors that cost marks.

Retelling what happens in the passage instead of analysing how language creates

mood or impressions.

Exam technique

Begin by reading the passage from Lord of the Flies carefully, twice if possible: once for

overall sense and a second time underlining or mentally noting key descriptive phrases.

Tackle Question 1 quickly (it is worth only 3 marks) to secure easy points, then move to

Questions 2 and 3, which require deeper thinking. For Question 2(b) and Question 3(b),

always embed your quotations within your sentence and then explain the specific

words' effects, not just the general idea.

Allocate your 30 minutes for comprehension roughly as follows: 5 minutes reading, 3

minutes on Question 1, 7 minutes on Question 2, and 15 minutes on Question 3, which

carries the most weight. Do not over-write on the early questions at the expense of the

later analysis.

For Question 4, spend the first 2 minutes planning your city setting and deciding on at

least one simile or metaphor to include. Write for about 10 minutes, aiming for two or

three developed paragraphs with varied vocabulary and sentence structures. Reserve

the final 3 minutes to read through your work, checking for missing full stops, incorrect

homophones (their/there/they're, your/you're) and spelling slips. The 5 SPAG marks

reward accurate proofreading, so use the time wisely.

What to revise alongside this paper

Extend your preparation by reading other extracts from Lord of the Flies to familiarise

yourself with Golding's style and the novel's symbolic use of nature. Practise analysing

descriptive passages from authors such as Michael Morpurgo, Robert Louis

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 
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Stevenson or Charles Dickens, all of whom are commonly set at 11+ level and employ

rich imagery.

Review figurative language in detail: understand the difference between simile,

metaphor and personification, and practise writing your own examples in different

contexts (natural settings, busy streets, mysterious buildings). Work on expanding your

vocabulary for describing light, sound, texture and mood.

Consolidate your grammar and punctuation, particularly sentence variety (simple,

compound and complex), correct use of commas in lists and for clauses, and

apostrophes for possession and contraction. Many 11+ English papers award separate

marks for technical accuracy, so secure these foundational skills early.

Key terms

Canopy, Quotation, Inference, Connotation, Imagery, Simile, Metaphor, Personification, 

Atmosphere, Descriptive writing, Sensory detail, First person, SPAG (Spelling,

Punctuation and Grammar), Textual analysis, Close reading

For more free 11+ practice papers, past papers and online practice tests, visit SATs-

Papers.co.uk. 
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Paper Notes: 11+ English Practice Paper (11+ English

Practice Paper)
Compiled by SATs-Papers.co.uk to help you get the most from this paper.

Overview

This is Highgate School's 11+ English Practice Paper 2, designed to prepare

candidates for entry into Year 7 at one of London's most academically selective

independent schools. The paper tests two core skill areas within a strict 45-minute

time limit: comprehension and literary analysis (30 minutes) followed by creative

descriptive writing (15 minutes). Candidates must demonstrate both close reading skills

and the ability to produce polished, imaginative prose under timed conditions.

The comprehension section centres on a literary extract from The Mulberry Garden, a

passage rich in atmosphere and figurative language. Students encounter a garden

party's eerie aftermath, where hidden children emerge from the trees. Questions range

from straightforward vocabulary retrieval to sophisticated analysis of how language

choices create mood and character impression. The passage is deliberately

challenging, requiring inference, sensitivity to connotation, and the ability to support

interpretations with precise quotation.

The creative writing task mirrors the transition explored in the reading passage, asking

students to describe a place that shifts from busy and noisy to quiet and peaceful.

Candidates are assessed on content (10 marks) and separately on spelling,

punctuation and grammar (5 marks), reflecting Highgate's expectation that technical

accuracy must underpin imaginative expression. The prompt encourages sensory

detail, figurative language, and varied sentence structure, rewarding students who can

craft mood through deliberate stylistic choices.

How this paper is organised

The paper is divided into two distinct sections with clearly allocated time and marks. 

Questions 1 to 3 (comprehension and analysis) carry 15 marks in total and should take

30 minutes, including initial reading time. Question 1 tests retrieval and basic inference

(3 marks total): part (a) asks for a synonym from paragraph 1, while part (b) requires

two factual details about the waiters' actions. Question 2 (4 marks) moves to analytical

reading of paragraph 4, asking students first to select an appropriate quotation that

conveys a frightening atmosphere (1 mark), then to explain how that quotation achieves

its effect through word meaning and association (3 marks).
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Question 3 is the most substantial, worth 8 marks. Part (a) asks for two impressions of

the children drawn from paragraphs 5 to 8 (2 marks), with bullet prompts about

movement and appearance. Part (b) requires an extended response (6 marks) in which

students choose one impression and analyse the writer's methods, embedding two

quotations and exploring connotation and effect. The second section, Question 4, is

the creative writing task (10 marks for content, 5 marks for SPAG), to be completed in

15 minutes including proofreading time.

The layout provides generous lined space for extended answers, particularly for

Question 3(b) and Question 4, signalling the expectation of developed, paragraph-

length responses rather than brief notes.

Topics covered

Close reading and retrieval of explicit information from literary fiction (synonym

identification, factual detail extraction)

Selection and deployment of quotations to support interpretations of atmosphere,

tone and mood

Analysis of how specific language choices (verb choice, simile, metaphor,

personification) create effects and shape reader response

Exploration of connotation and word association in descriptive and Gothic-influenced

narrative prose

Inference of character traits and impressions from physical description and action

within a literary text

Creative descriptive writing with a specified structural arc (transformation from noise

to stillness)

Application of sensory detail and figurative language (simile, metaphor) to evoke

place and emotion

Control of sentence variety and syntactic structure for stylistic effect in timed writing

conditions

Spelling, punctuation and grammar accuracy under exam pressure, assessed

separately in the creative task

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

https://www.SATs-Papers.co.uk


How to use this paper for revision

Practise selecting short, precise quotations rather than copying out entire sentences.

Examiners reward economy and relevance.

When analysing language, always move beyond identifying a technique (e.g. 'simile')

to explaining what effect it creates and why the comparison works in context.

Time yourself strictly on the creative writing task. Fifteen minutes is tight, so plan a

simple structure (opening busy scene, transition moment, closing peaceful scene) in

the first two minutes.

Look for connotations beyond the literal meaning of words. 'Stalking', 'poked', 'pried'

all suggest something sinister about the waiters' behaviour.

In Question 3(b), weave your two quotations into flowing sentences rather than

listing them separately. Use phrases like 'The writer describes them as..., which

suggests...'

Proofread your creative writing in the final two minutes. Highgate awards 5 marks for

SPAG, so careless errors in spelling or punctuation cost you a third of the writing

marks.

Underline or highlight key words in questions ('How does...?', 'Explain...', 'two

impressions') to ensure you address every part of the task.

Common mistakes to avoid

Copying out long quotations that contain irrelevant detail instead of trimming to the

phrase that precisely demonstrates the point being made.

Identifying a literary technique (metaphor, personification) but failing to explain what

impression or feeling it creates in the reader's mind.

Rushing Question 3(b) and providing only one quotation or a vague assertion ('The

writer makes the children seem scary') without analysing word choice or effect.

Spending too long planning the creative writing task and leaving insufficient time to

write a developed, varied piece or to proofread for SPAG errors.

Writing a narrative story in Question 4 instead of the requested descriptive writing

focused on place and atmosphere.

Ignoring the paper's emphasis on connotation and association, treating words as if

they have only dictionary definitions rather than exploring their emotional or cultural

resonance.

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 
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Exam technique

Allocate your 30 minutes for comprehension carefully. Spend the first five minutes

reading the passage twice: once for overall sense, then again while underlining or

mentally noting key descriptive phrases and shifts in tone. Questions 1 and 2 should

take no more than eight minutes combined, leaving 17 minutes for Question 3, which

carries over half the comprehension marks. In Question 3(b), plan which impression

you will explore before you begin writing, and identify your two quotations in the

passage margins to avoid time wasted hunting later.

For Question 4, use the first two minutes to jot down a three-part structure (busy

opening, moment of change, peaceful close) and to list sensory details or a simile you

might use. Write fluently for ten minutes, aiming for varied sentence openings and at

least one piece of figurative language. Reserve the final three minutes strictly for

proofreading: read your work aloud in your head to catch missing words, check for

consistent past or present tense, and scan for common spelling errors (their/there, its/

it's, apostrophes in plurals).

If you finish early on the comprehension section, do not skip ahead to Question 4.

Instead, reread your answers to Questions 2(b) and 3(b) and check whether you have

genuinely explained effects rather than simply described what the text says. Highgate's

mark schemes reward precise, analytical thinking, so even one additional sentence

clarifying why a word choice matters can lift your mark.

What to revise alongside this paper

Alongside this paper, students should practise close reading of pre-20th-century and

Gothic fiction, as the Mulberry Garden extract uses heightened, literary language and

imagery of darkness and the supernatural. Familiarity with classic children's literature

(Dickens, Frances Hodgson Burnett, Leon Garfield) will help students navigate complex

syntax and rich vocabulary. Work on identifying and explaining the effects of figurative

language is essential: simile, metaphor, personification and sensory imagery are staples

of 11+ comprehension at selective schools.

For the creative writing component, students should study model descriptive passages

that demonstrate shifts in mood or atmosphere. Practise writing paragraphs that use

varied sentence structures (simple, compound, complex; short and long for deliberate

effect) and that layer sensory detail (sight, sound, smell, touch) to build a vivid sense of

place. Revision of common spelling patterns, correct use of apostrophes, and

consistent tense control will safeguard the SPAG marks.

Finally, timed practice under exam conditions is crucial. Highgate's 45-minute format is

tight, and students must learn to read, think and write at speed without sacrificing
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accuracy or depth. Regular mini-mock papers, ideally using similar literary extracts and

transformation-based writing prompts, will build both confidence and stamina.

Key terms

Quotation, Inference, Connotation, Atmosphere, Simile, Metaphor, Personification, 

Figurative language, Sensory detail, Impression, Effect, Word association, Descriptive

writing, Sentence variety, SPAG (Spelling, Punctuation and Grammar)

For more free 11+ practice papers, past papers and online practice tests, visit SATs-

Papers.co.uk. 
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describes the family’s villa (house) and a local taxi driver called Spiro. 

 

 

 

–

 

 ‘Don’ s about anythings, Mrs Durrells,’ he had scowled; 
‘leaves everythings to me.’

 

 

owners greeted him like a brother. ‘Ah, Spiro!’ 
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Paper Notes: 11+ English Practice Paper (11+ English

Practice Paper)
Compiled by SATs-Papers.co.uk to help you get the most from this paper.

Overview

This is Practice Paper 3 in a series of 11+ English entrance exams published by 

Highgate School, designed to assess candidates applying for Year 7 entry. The paper

is timed at 45 minutes total and splits into two distinct sections: comprehension and

analysis of a literary passage, followed by a creative writing task.

The comprehension element uses an extract from Gerald Durrell's memoir My Family

and Other Animals, describing a villa on a Greek island and the colourful character

Spiro. Questions progress from simple vocabulary retrieval through to extended textual

analysis, requiring candidates to quote, explain and evaluate the writer's craft. This

mirrors the typical 11+ demand for close reading and inference skills.

The creative writing task allocates 15 minutes and asks pupils to write a diary entry

about encountering a new place and person, explicitly encouraging sensory detail and

figurative language. The paper suits students preparing for competitive independent

school entry, particularly those targeting schools that value literary awareness, precise

quotation technique and imaginative yet controlled prose. Highgate's marking rubric

awards 15 marks for comprehension, 10 marks for content in creative writing, and a

further 5 marks for spelling, punctuation and grammar.

How this paper is organised

The paper divides into four numbered questions across two sections. Questions 1 to 3

form the comprehension section, carrying 15 marks in total and allowing 30 minutes

including reading time. Question 1 splits into a one-mark vocabulary task and a two-

mark retrieval task; Question 2 awards one mark for a relevant quotation and three

marks for explanation; Question 3 divides into a two-mark identification of impressions

and a six-mark analytical response requiring two quotations and close language

analysis.

Question 4 is the standalone creative writing task, worth 10 marks for content and an

additional 5 marks for spelling, punctuation and grammar (SPAG). Candidates have 15

minutes for this section, including time to proofread. The paper provides generous

lined space for extended answers, with Question 3(b) and Question 4 each occupying

over a page.
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The reading passage is divided into seven short numbered paragraphs, making it

straightforward to locate the material needed for each question. The layout is clear, with

bold instructions and mark allocations printed beside each part, helping students

allocate time efficiently during the exam.

Topics covered

Close reading and textual retrieval from descriptive narrative prose, focusing on

Gerald Durrell's Mediterranean memoir style

Vocabulary in context, identifying single-word synonyms from literary text

Quotation technique: selecting apt short phrases that support a stated impression or

interpretation

Explanation and analysis of writers' language choices, considering connotation,

imagery and figurative language such as simile and personification

Inference of character from dialogue, action and authorial description, particularly

the presentation of Spiro's personality

Extended analytical writing requiring dual quotations and sustained exploration of

textual effects

Creative descriptive writing in diary form, using sensory detail and figurative

language (simile and metaphor)

Spelling, punctuation and grammar accuracy under timed conditions in creative

prose

Time management across reading comprehension and creative writing within a 45-

minute window

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 
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How to use this paper for revision

Practise locating key words and phrases quickly by scanning paragraphs for specific

details; underlining or annotating the passage can save time in Questions 1 and 2.

When explaining quotations, always comment on the specific words chosen by the

writer rather than paraphrasing the general idea; focus on connotations and imagery.

For character questions like Question 3, look at what the character says, how they

are described, and how other people react to them; these three angles often yield

the strongest evidence.

In the creative writing section, plan your diary entry in the first two minutes: jot down

three sensory details and one simile or metaphor before you start writing.

Leave three minutes at the end to proofread Question 4 carefully; the five SPAG

marks reward accurate spelling, varied punctuation and correct sentence

construction.

Revise common literary devices such as personification, simile, metaphor and

sensory imagery so you can identify and explain them confidently in the passage.

Common mistakes to avoid

Copying out long quotations in Question 2(a) rather than selecting the shortest, most

precise phrase that shows mystery or strangeness; examiners reward economy and

precision.

Paraphrasing or summarising the quotation in Question 2(b) instead of analysing the

meanings and associations of individual words like 'ballerina-like' or 'quivered

expectantly'.

Writing two separate mini-essays in Question 3(b) rather than developing one

sustained impression with two integrated quotations; coherence and depth score

more highly than breadth.

Rushing the creative writing and producing a rambling narrative without clear

description of place and person; the task explicitly asks for a diary entry, so structure

and focus matter.

Neglecting to use a simile or metaphor in Question 4, even though the prompt

specifically suggests it; examiners look for evidence that you can deploy figurative

language purposefully.

Running over time on the comprehension section and leaving fewer than 15 minutes

for creative writing, which loses marks on both content and SPAG through hurried,

careless errors.

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 
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Exam technique

Allocate your 30 minutes for comprehension carefully: spend roughly five minutes

reading the passage closely and annotating it, then about four minutes each on

Questions 1 and 2, leaving the bulk of your time (around 15 minutes) for Question 3(b),

which carries six marks. Write in full sentences for all parts except Question 1(a); even

short-answer questions benefit from clear phrasing. In Question 3(b), embed your two

quotations naturally within your explanation rather than listing them at the start, and

make sure each quotation is followed by close analysis of language.

For the 15-minute creative writing section, spend two minutes planning your diary

entry: decide on your setting (a specific strange place) and your person (one

memorable character), then list three sensory details and one comparison. Write in first

person, past tense, and aim for around 150 to 200 words. Keep sentences varied in

length and structure to demonstrate control.

Leave the final three minutes to check your spelling, punctuation and grammar in

Question 4. Read your work aloud in your head to catch missing words, run-on

sentences and comma splices. Check that you have used a simile or metaphor as

prompted, and that your description makes clear what the place and person are like and

how you feel about them. If working through this paper at home, mark yourself honestly

using the total of 30 marks and compare your answers with the sort of detail expected

at 11+ standard.

What to revise alongside this paper

Alongside this paper, revise the key features of descriptive writing: how to build

atmosphere through word choice, sentence variety and figurative language. Practise

identifying and explaining literary techniques such as metaphor, personification and

alliteration in short extracts, so you can deploy them confidently in analytical answers

and creative tasks.

Read widely in the memoir and travel-writing genres; Gerald Durrell, Roald Dahl's Boy,

and Laurie Lee's Cider with Rosie all share the vivid, affectionate tone found in this

passage. Understanding how published writers present character and place will

strengthen both your comprehension answers and your own descriptive prose.

For students aiming at the most selective independent schools, progress to more

complex inference questions that ask you to comment on narrative voice, tone and the

effects of sentence structure. Practise writing under timed conditions regularly, aiming

to produce polished short pieces within 15 minutes, and always leave time to proofread

for accuracy.
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Key terms

Quotation, Inference, Connotation, Imagery, Simile, Metaphor, Personification, Sensory
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