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yard of the Saracen’s Head Inn.

office on your left, and the tower of St Sepulchre’s 

both sides. Just before you, you will observe a long window with the words ‘coffee
room’ legibly painted above it; and looking out of that window, you would have seen 

Mr. Squeers’s appearance was not 

— —

‘Half past three,’ muttered Mr. Squeers, turning from the window, and looking 
room clock. ‘There will be nobody here today.’

‘At Midsummer,’ muttered Mr. Squeers, resuming his complaint, ‘I took down ten 
two hundred pound. I go back at eight o’clock tomorrow morning, 

— — —
What’s come of all the boys? what’s parents got in their heads? what does it all mean?’
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‘Halloa, sir!’ growled the schoolmaster, turning round. ‘What’s that, sir?’
‘Nothing, please sir,’ replied the little boy.
‘Nothing, sir!’ exclaimed Mr. Squeers.
‘Please sir, I sneezed,’ rejoined the boy, trembling till the little trunk shook under 

‘Oh! sneezed, did you?’ retorted Mr. Squeers. ‘Then what did you say “nothing” for, 
sir?’

‘Wait till I get you down into Yorkshire, my young gentleman,’ said Mr Squeers, ‘and 
then I’ll give you the rest. Will you hold that noise, sir?’

‘Ye— —yes,’ sobbed the little boy, rubbing his face very hard with the Beggar’s 

‘Then do so at once, sir,’ said Squeers. ‘Do you hear?’
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Beggar’s Petition –

 

 

 

 

 

Comment closely on the paragraph’s language and 
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 ‘The scene Dickens presents is both frightening and comical.’ How far do you 
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