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C#SS#-W#KESS

Rima stepped back and looked critically at his handiwork. He grunted

with satisfaction, and smiied down at his son'

'Well?'

The new hut stood foursquare in the corner of the garden. The plaited

bamboo walls curled tightly round a stout frame of beech poles, cut and

stripped by Rima with the big bush knife he had brought up from the

trade-store when Joseph had run down to tell him the news.

'It's marvellous, father,' said Joseph. 'She won't get out of that.'

He bent down and stroked the shining plumage of a large bird that lay

at his feet, trussed up with creepers- The bonds were too tight to allow

rhe muscular body any movement, but the bird crossly jerked its head

and opened its pointed beak to hiss at Joseph's fingers. The face and

neck were coloured bright blue and red, and the head was topped with

an oval dome of bone. The feathers were long and limp, hanging in

silky strands. Under the cr+eper bindings twitched stumps of flightless

wings.
.That,s 

a fine cassowary,' Rima remarked. 'Did she give you much

trouble?'
'No: after all, there were eight of us. Aieee! She ran like the wind!'

ic The village boys had caught the cassowary that moming, coming on

her suddenly in the bush and chasing her down a long slope. Her strong

legs were capable of taking her clear of pursuers on the level or going

uphill. But once she was on a downward incline she could only run

fasterandfaster'squawkingwithfuryasshelostherbalance'til]she
i, tripped over and fell in a tumble of feathers and feet'

.i-i,.n 
Joseph and another boy, ourrunning the others, had flung

rhemselvesonropoftheflappingbirdandheldherdown,whilethe
remainingyounghuntershadtomdownbushcreepersforrope.The
trickrest part wal keeping the feet with their fearsome claws underneath

\,ru rhe body while she was lished up like a parcel. The u,hooping and

laughingboyscarriedherbacktothevillage'herheaddanglingdown
from a branch slotted between her feet. Joseph and the other boy haci

drawnplayingcardsforher,andJoseph'Stenofheartshadjustbeaten
David Mali's nine of diamonds'

i,-= Joseph was overjoyed to have his own cassowary- She would always

be bad_tempered, iiuur" to peck out an eye or lash out dangerously with

rhose sharpclaws. But safely shut in her new horne, fed on taro scraPs

andberries,shewouldgrowfat;andonedayinthefurureshewould
malie a tough but tasty ioast for a clan gathering- Then the story of the

rc capture would be told, with Joseph as the hero'
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Lego

Football Cards

Sweets

Warhammer
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