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Read this extract from Flora Thompson’s novel 

, but was not sure.  ‘I don’t suppose you are sure,’ said her mother dryly.  ‘If 
you ask me it’s all a parcel of fibs, and if you don’t look out you’ll be struck dead, 

,’

as soon as possible.  ‘What was inside it?’ the children used to ask each other
Edmund thought there was a skeleton, for he had heard his mother say, ‘There’s 

,’ but Laura felt it was nothing as harmless.

–
–
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‘Afraid of a locked door!’ her mother exclaimed one night when she found her 
sitting up in bed and shivering.  ‘What’s inside it?  Only a lot of old lumber you 

.  If there was anything much good, she’d have fetched it before now.  
and go to sleep, do, and don’t be so silly!’  

… 

 

 

 

writer’s use of setting and the information that is 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 There’s a skeleton in every cupboard 

 Laura’s mother describes her as ‘silly’
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Laura’s father wrote to Mrs Herring 

‘One day she arrived and turned out to be a little, lean old lady with a dark brown mole on 

Edmund and Laura sat on the bed and watched her … ’ 

‘It was only a little fib.’  
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