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–

–

Because I’d done wrong I was sent to hell,

And because I’d done wrong I was sent

then closed with an executioner’s lisp.

bowl or a pauper’s wreath,

didn’t 
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pronounce the ‘s’ sound

been ‘sent to hell’

(‘The shears … executioner’s lisp’). 
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–

taken from ‘The Book of Dust: Volume One’ by Philip Pullman –
novel people’s souls exist outside their bodies in the form of animals: the main character’s ‘daemon’, as these 

landlord’s wife cooked a great joint of meat every day, with a complicated 

lord’s son and an only child. He was eleven years old, with an 

Asta in their canoe …

e teased Malcolm from the day she arrived: ‘Who’s your 
Malcolm, En’t you got a girlfriend? Who was you out with last night? Did you kiss 
her? En’t you ever been kissed?’

He ignored her for a long time, but finally Asta leaped at Alice’s scrawn

She complained bitterly to Malcolm’s 
mother, who said, ‘Serves you right. I got no sympathy for you. Keep your nasty mind 
to yourself.’
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